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Two recent events within the movement for a new International make the 
appearance of thia pamphlet more timely than ever* Hie expulsion and split of the 
"l^fi-wing" in the Yorkers Party, USA, and the splits within the Revolutionary Soc¬ 
ialist Workers Party of Holland (RSAP) are both based upon the revolt of substant¬ 
ial sections of two Trotskyist organizations against policies laid down by the 
international leadership and accepted by the official leaders of the American and 
the Dutch groups. in America, the fight centered around the "French turn", the 
sending of the Trotsky group in France into the Socialist Party, and .the attempt of 
Cannon to head the Workers Party toward fusion with the Socialist Party here* In 

Holland, the issue was the fight carried on by Trotsky since the middle of 1933 
against the International Bureau for Revolutionary Socialist Unity (also referred 
to as London Bureau, Amsterdam Bureau, formerly IAG), culminating in a vicious 
attack upon the Socialist Workers Party of Germany (S\P) by Trotsky, followed al¬ 
most immediately by the publication of an "Open Letter of 5" which calls for im¬ 
mediate steps for the formation of a new International* The RSAP Youth (RSJV) 
under Molenaor and a section of the adults including J*. Bladergroen fought the 
policy of the leadership which was directed toward a break with the London Bureau 
and the immediate launching of a 4th International as a paper organization, com¬ 
posed exclusively of the elements close to Trotsky* 

Neither of these splits gives evidence of a thorough analysis of Trotsky's 
policies and methods as a whole, and their published statements are singularly nar¬ 
row and limited in outlook,to the immediate issue upon which their internal fight 
was based* it is significant that in both C'.seo, too, the fight turned around 
international questions, without attempting to fight for a revolutionary program 
or to find a connection between the policies in the international field which they 
opposed and the policies and methods of the leaderships, national and international, 
in questions of organization, trade union policy, mass activity* Ye believe it 
is necessary in the interests of the revolutionary movement to b roaden and deepen 
the analysis of the policies and methods of Trotsky and the organizations which 
follow him, in order to understand the reasons for their bankruptcy today* This 
is all the more nooossary because it will clear the road for the revolutionary 
movement to absorb and assimilate Trotsky's valuable contributions to Marxism which 
include the theory of permanent revolution, the analysis of the Soviet bureaucracy, 
and the analysis of the pre*iiitlerite crisis in Germany, 1930-1933* 

We pointed out as far back as June, 1934, before the "French turn", in the 
first issue of "Labor Front", our criticism of Trotsky's organizational weakness, 
which became a factor of overshadowing importance in a period when the central 
task is precisely the organization of a new international revolutionary party* 

The conflict between Trotsky and the SAP is of exceptional importance because 
it raises a fundamental issue between two utterly divergent political conceptions 
as to how ,-t revolutionary organization should be built and function. 

The essential issue, in our opinion, in this controversy is the relation of 
the vanguard to the mass of the proletariat. Trotsky's conception is that of a 
propagandist group, primarily concerned with spreading a certain number of correct 
ideas among the advanced workers, and not vitally concerned with the question of 
directly influencing masses of v7orkers including the backward and Sven the react- 
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ionary ones. From this standpoint, the question of organizational form .and of 
mass activity remain secondary. The party is conceived of as a purely subject** 
ive force, diffusing Marxist ideology throughout the working class. 

The approach of the SAP is quite different. They start with the immediate 
needs and demands of the masses of workers, and are concerned with policies which 
will build a rood between these immediate demands and the ultimate revolutionary 
goal, the overthrow of capitalism and the establishment of a classless society. 
7ith this approach, they lay themselves open to many dangers| excessive faith in 
spontaneity, the risk of opportunistic overemphasis on immediate demands and pop“ 
ular slogans, tailendism toward the masses, vacillations on theoretical and prin- 
ciple questions, a willingness to sacrifice clarity for the sake of unity in or¬ 
ganization and in action. As a vanguard, they lack a clear-cut revolutionary 
program. 

And it is true that they have fallen into many of these mistakes on a v/hole 
series of questions* insufficiently firm positions against the reformist Norweg«* 
ian Labor Party (NAP), a vacillating position on the Soviet Union, a shamefully 
weak and conciliatory estimation of the Communist International after its 7th 
Congress. 

The SAP reveals itself as a battleground of centrist and revolutionary tend¬ 
encies, rather than a firm homogeneous communist party. Nevertheless* we believe 
that on the essentials of their differences vrith Trotsky, they are correct, and 
that it is more important for the revolutionary movement to win an organization of 
4 or 5000 militants evolving toward the left politically and carrying on a stren¬ 
uous illegal fight against Hitler, than to confine itself to the criticisms of a 
sectarian idealistic organization which may appear right a hundred times over, but 
is completely incapable of influencing the objective development of the class 
struggle. 

The highly embittered relations between Trotsky and the SAP have resulted in 
Trotsky's posing the alternative "with me or with the SAP"» This reflects the 
criminal sectarianism and impatience which results from the fundamentally wrong 
organizational approach criticized in this pamphlet. Trotsky's polemic has had 
to base itself on a whole series of distortions and untruths to which this is an 
answer. it not only contributed nothing toward laying' the foundations of the 
new International, but definitely attempted to bar from it an organization which 
can help substantially in the building of it. 

The analysis of the subjective idealism of Trotsky constitutes a distinct 
contribution by the SAP. It explains how T rotoky could be so often politically 
correct and organizationally impotent* how the same man could advocate the theory 
of permanent revolution and at the came time, conciliation with the Menchevikc- 
(1906-1912 and even later)} why he failed to see the principled nature of Lenin's 
break with the Mensheviks in 1903 on the question of who shall be a member of the 
party} why he thought it unnecessary to build up a faction within the Russian Com¬ 
munist Party to give an organizational form to his struggle against the Stalinist 
bureaucracy} why his organizational strength within the party was exceeded not 
only by Stalin, but even by Zinoviev and Kamenoff} why he was unable to approach 
the question of preparing to build a party after his expulsion in 1927, and part¬ 
icularly after he came to realize the impossibility of reforming Stalinism after 
-933, and his vacillations since that time. The whole sorry story of the "Bol- 
chevik-Leninists" and their 27 splits, to which must now be added -hose in USA and 
Holland#©the doeporatc maneuver of the "French turn" and the equally desperato 
adventure of the paper 4th International, the only kind that dan result from the 
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progrraa of "immediate launching", and of fighting the mobilization of forcoe whothcr 
through "Zimmorw-ald" conferences or the London Bureau - all these questions are not 
isolated, and can be understood only in connection with each other,* 

Our own position as to the building of a new International has been made 
clear in the first issue of the "New International Bulletin", to which we refer. 

We regard the SAP, therefore, as one of the potential forces for the new 
international. Our criticism of their general position and particularly of the 
present pamphlet, is intended to be of a comradely character directed towards 
strengthening the revolutionary tendencies within tho party, As the Brandlcrit3 
minority said on entering the SAP* "7c know - and wo consider it our duty to say 
this openly ... that tho SAP today does r.ot yet possess the clarity and homogeneity 
which it needs to fulfill its groat task. Within its ranks the struggle is still 

going on for the correct road to its goal. Ihe SAP still shows the marks of its 
origin. 'Reformist, and bourgeois-pacifist views within it have not yet boon 
overcome., Tho various tendencies, among them anti-soviet and ultra-loft ones, 
arc struggling for influence. 7c will not for a moment minimizo the dangers con¬ 
nected \7ith it." 


Tho SAP still uses phraseology from time to time about the "necessary reform 
of the Cl", the "rebirth of the labor movement", "tho restoration to health of the 
Communist Party", which clashes with its fundamental position for a now revolution¬ 
ary International. Then it repeatedly dismisses tho slogan of the 4th Internat¬ 
ional as a "fetish", it leaves the way open to great ambiguity. To they mean 
that the formulation "4th International" must be avoidod because it has so-tc— 
speak been trade-marked by Trotsky? Or do they think it is good politics to 
refrain from posing the question of the new International sharply in order to avoid 
antagonizing reformist and centrist elements? The former position is quite under¬ 

stand able 5 the latter, of which they are accused by Trotsky should be refuted by a 
clean-cut position as to tho bankruptcy of the 2nd and 3rd Internationals and tho 
necessity of a new revolutionary International, Thothcr called tho 4th or not, 

it './ill be probably the 4th in any case. And certainly we hope the SAF does not 
share Trotsky's position that the question of organization form is secondary, mere 
"bookkeeping". 

The criticism of Stalinist policy is at times very ambiguous in this document 
and othors,. and not sharply enough demarcated from tho position of Brandler-Love- 
stone. 'Then the "Ncuc Front", (official organ of the- SAP),in a recent issue 
speaks of the mistakes "which date at least from 1928", .vhen in this pamphlet they 
indulge in a.n elaborate defense of the 1923 policy in Germany of Stalin-Brand ler, 
although admitting the mistakes of the Anglo-Russian Committee and the Chinese 
policy, we believe it is neccssa.ry, particularly at this time to point out that 
Stalinism has once before gone- through an ultra—right opportunistic phase in 1923- 
1929. Sspccially now, is it necessary to point this out for the benefit of Love- 
stonito and Brandlorite critics from the right who now find themselves in the un¬ 
comfortable position of being compelled to fire from tho left. 

The argument that 1923 was not a period of revolutionary crisis because if it 
were, there would have been spontaneous outbreaks which no mistakes of a few leaders 
could have stopped, seems altogether false in the light of the experience of 1933 
when Hitler came into power. For a shifting of class forces such as the victory 
of fascism, is no less desperate a measure on the part of the bourgeoisie than the 
larger sc'le adventure of war, and both ca.nnot exist at the same time with a period 
of social peace. The argument that the roa .1 trouble with the Gn-rooa-M..policy of 
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1923 was that it ms "too submissive to Moscow" is another hangovor of the.past 
like all these superficial indictments of the Stalinist regime because of its 
"lick of democracy"* The reason why the German CP "submitted to Moscow" was 
the s-.mo ns the reason "Moscow" failed to give them correct directives) the Cl 
and its sections had entered on the road loading toward national socialism and 
away from revolutionary internationalism* 

The ovorestimafeion of spontaneity in the pamphleteer's analysis of 1923 
in Germany is expressed in such formulations as "tho relation of the proletariat 
to socialism arises out of its daily lifG) the mechanical view which Lenin fought 
that socialism arises out of the class struggle itself as against the Economists 
in " i/hat is to be Done?" 

The SAP position on centrism is quite ambiguous, and will bo dealt with 
in a sop\rato discussion* The position on war is not a fullv clarified revol¬ 
utionary platform, and needs amplification in regard to demarcation from liberal 
and pacifist illuions* At the same time, they draw a healthy distinction be¬ 
tween peace slogans directed to the masses with a view to drawing thorn into rev¬ 
olutionary action and the empty pacifist appeals directed to tho bourgeois state* 

Most unsatisfactory of all, perhaps, is the statement of the relation to the 
NAP, the attempts to "strengthen the forces which aim to tranform the NAP into .a 
revolutionary party", etc. This policy would justify Trotsky's "French turn"* 
’S/hat revolutionists could oxpect would be not to "transform" or "capture" a reform¬ 
ist party but to work for tho clarification and differentiation of the revolution¬ 
ary elements within such a party. This process may be accelerated by the activ¬ 
ity of a revolutionary fraction within a reformist party, but this revolutionary 
fraction must be under the discipline of an independent organization which is pol- 
itic-lly free to express its full position without being bound by the passing 
tactical necessities of a fraction* Th-t is why we regard the independence of the 
revolutionary organization which Trotsky once posed as a principle of the new Int¬ 
ernational and later rejected in favor of the "French turn", as still a basic 
principle of revolutionary organization. 

In rccont articles in tho "Ncuc Front", the position on the participation 
of proletarian parties in a g vemment coalition shows an unwholesome tendency to 
revise Lenin's teaching on tho state, in spite of all efforts to show how the strat¬ 
egic posts of the state apparatus can be used for revolutionary purposes* The 
position of Lenin tow-rd the Menshevik co'.lition in 1917, toleration on condition of 
their breaking with the liberal bourgeoisie, docs not need revision in the light of 
subsequent events. 


The- SAP, with many stumblings and vacillations has been developing toward the 
left. In the conflict of revolutionary and centrist as well as reformist tenden¬ 
cies within it, the party is beginning to take a position on a scries of essential 
questions, in which the revolutionary tendencies appear to be making progress, v/e 
arc in full sympathy with the fundamental position that revolutionary policy can be 
developed only in immediate connection with the movement of the masses* To greet 
the further revolutionary development of tho 3AF, in spite of all the necessary crit¬ 
icisms and differences, rJB a step forward on the road that wc arc traveling to a new 
revolutionary party. 

LONG LIVE THE INTERNATIONAL REVOLUTION 
LONG LIVE THE NET INTERNATIONAL 


A NECESSARY DISCUSSION 


(issued by the Foreign Bureau of the Socialist Workers Party of Germany (SAP)) 

** ************** 

INTRODUCTION 


Our period makes unusually high deraands of the conscious revolutionists# 

In the midst of objective conditions which press for a socialist solution, the 
proletarian movement has shown itself unable to carry through that re-armament 
which the course of development demands* 

The task of the necessary regeneration of the labor movement is recognized 
today by only a small minority* This vanguard again is itself exceptionally 
heterogeneous* No wonder, since its various parts have come from various 
directions to the same result, and none of these groups is already today in 
possession of ”one hundred percent truth”* Seeking, groping, mistakes, are 
inevitable in a period of profound disintegration and regroupment# It cannot 
be otherwise, since parties and groups too, do not come to the right road by 
reading books, but through long painful experience and confrontation with real¬ 
ity* True, they have a compass in the method of Marxism but this., too, has 
been choked in the hands of the bureaucrats, for, according to a profound saying 
of Lenin, Marxism can maintain and develop itself only in connection with a de¬ 
veloping mass movement* Unconditional sincerity, serious self-criticism, are 
the tasks of the vanguard now more than ever# 

The homogeneity of the individual groups, their real fusion into common 
organization, can result in the final analysis, not from abstract debates but 
only irom action and experience# The groups which constitute the ”vanguard 11 
tociay have,for the greater part, developed as critical oppositions to a policy 
wh?ch oth ers were making# Therefore, they assumed a strongly critical and 
ideological character* But now they have to make policies themselves, must 
be concrete and active* This is not easy* But only in active politics can 
tec real essence of an organization be revealed* Therefore, we can and must 
not judge a group according to whether it comes out in solemn proclamations 
t-'u* a new International, but must recognize the concrete proposals which stand 
Dehiud the proclamations and their connections their actions, their internal 
structure and measure these by the objective possibilities* Only a discussion 
which accepts all this can be fruitful; it will then also be carried or. in that 
loyal tone and in that comradely manner which critics who are for the same 
cause, must assume# 

Uniortunately, Trotskyism in its policies and polemics, starts with diff¬ 
erent premises and is guided by different methods# For us, as well as for it, 
it has been proved that abstract agreement as to goal is not enough for a close 
alliance in struggle# The result without the road to it, a goal without the 
strategy for it, are completely abstract quantifies# But in every strategic 

question the same differences between us and Trotskyism arise* If labels are 
to.bo given any meaning, we would describe Trotskyism as ’’idealistic subject¬ 
ivism”, which lets itself be guided by its wishes rather than by reality, which 
bears that feature of the sects that Marx described in the following words* 

”The sects seek their justification in their point d'honnour, not in that which 
unites them with the class movement, but in the special shibboleth which dis¬ 
tinguishes them from it M # 
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Trotsky r s method and theory is strikingly characterized by a saying of 
Ift.'go.lc* l't is not one "to which the workers are to work themselves up out of 
uheir own class feeling, but one which t.icy have to swallow as an article of 
faith, at once and without dove lopment"-. 

From this attitude result opportunistic impatience and absolutely un¬ 
healthy organizational structuro, constant splits, a bad social composition 
of the organization. And all this makes Trotskyism, in spite of many cor¬ 
rect, fundamental ideas, a disorganizing force in the labor movement. We, 
on the other hand, are in Trotsky's eyes, centrists, renegades, obstacles. 

V/e ''dll not deny him the right to criticize no. But the manner of his crit¬ 
icism is a mockery of loyalty and truthfulness. But such ''sensitiveness" 
for truth and loyalty is for Trotskyism, itself a sign of centrism. That 
uiakos it hard for people to understand each otier.,.. 

Much as we are in solidarity with Trctsky in view of the persecution 
carried on against him by the bourgeoisie, the reformists, and the Stalinists; 
much as we recognize his groat services as revolutionist and publicist, just 
so much are we still obliged to condemn and attack bis political methods. 

Me regret that this has become unavoidably necessary. Too renovation of the 
labor movement in the whole world, and especially m Germany, would be easier 
to carry through had not Trotskyism shown itself to be a thoroughly negative 
force for this task. 

For those sections of the vanguard which have been permeated by Trotsky 
with an absolutely poisonous atmosphere of criticism, and know us only by 
caricature, the following pages are destined. In the immediate, they rep¬ 
resent an answer to the polemics of Trotsky in "Unscr Wort" No. 5, (pg» 57, 
"New International", August, 1935), "Centrist Alchemy or Marxism". At the 
same time, however, they represent more than a raero polemic for day-to-day 
use; they at tempt bo present the general views of the SAP on certain important 
proolems. Thoy reject tricks of style and endeavor with the greatest brevity 
to say"that which is". 


"WITH BANNER FURLED" 

The Socialist Workers Party of Germany (SAP) arose in 1931 from a split 
in the Socialist Party of Germany (SPO). 

Those who came from the SPG, mostly young workers, were joined by a 
number of small groups. At its peak, the. party numbered 25,000 members 
(against 300,000 for the Communist Party of Germany (CPG) and 1,000,000 for 
the SPG), and contained elements which were bound together only by the necess¬ 
ity of n. united front policy, but were often far apart on principle questions. 
In 1932, the minority of the CPG opposition entered the SAP in order to win 
the party to communism. This group, made up almost entirely of veteran 
members of the CFG, Isa by comrades who had already participated in a leading 
role in the Spartakusbund, in the foundation of the CPG and in the early yoor3 
of its development, started from the recognition of the fact that tho possib¬ 
ilities of a return to health of the CPG, lea by nationally limited Stalinist 
bureaucrats, had almost entirely disappeared and that it was necessary to lay 
the foundations of a new communist party (while the Trotskyists believed in 
the possibility of reform of the CPG until the victory of Hitler and even 
afterwards). 
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Trotsky accused and even today still accuses these comrades of having enter¬ 
ed the SAP with ’’furled banner”. In order to meet this slander and also to 

-how how the situation at that Mme was judged by these comrades, we quote in the 
following paragraphs the most important parts of the long statement voth which 
this group entered the SAP and which was published in the central orgs'.»*'of the 
3AP, the ’’Sozialistische Arbeiter-Zeitung" of March 13, 1932* 

”STATEMENT OF ENTRY OF THE CPO MINORITY” 

"...What a terrifying loss of will power, of consciousness of strength, of 
force, the proletariat has suffered since those revolutionary struggles of 1918- 
1919, in which it stretched out its hand for political powerl What are the 
reasons for this decline? 

’’First of all, the responsibility rests on the infamous policies of the 
Social-Democratic leadership which, indissolubly bound up with the bourgeois state, 
from fear of the revolution, sacrificed the class interests of the proletariat 
over and over again, betrayed socialism, confused, split and paralyzed the working- 
class, handed over one strategic position after another to the bourgeoisie, and . 
now wants to make the mass organizations of the proletariat itself into supports 
of the capitalist dictatorship against the proletariat. 

’The revolt of tens of thousands of class conscious workers against the 
policies of reformism, and their break from the SPG, was, after a long time, again 
a promising sign of the return to health of the labor movement in Germany. 

_ ”But did this revolt have to lead to the organization of a new party? Must 
no% reformism, in view of its bankruptcy, have long ago lost its influence within 
the working class?,.. 

"Unquestionably, the workers would long ago have moved in swarms from the 
camp of Social-Democracy into that of Communism if the Communist Party of Germany 
and the Communist International had not repelled these masses by their policies. 

The bankruptcy of democracy, the collapse of parliamentarism, had proved the 
correctness of the principles of communism. Besides, the building of socialism 
in the Soviet Union is a tremendous asset for communism. But the attractive 
force which should have sprung from these facts, was destroyed by their ultre- 
left policies, which split the trade-unions and the other proletarian mass organ- 
izaticis, prevented the united front of all workers, and finally, have got lost 
i vl a dangerous petty bourgeois nationalism. 

"The rule of the bureaucracy in the C?G with its unMarxist loader-worship, 
the complete suppression of criticism, tne strangling of all political initiative 
and the refusal to train revolutionists, conscious of their responsibilities, has 
made the return to real communist policy immpossiblo to this day. 

"It has discredited communism and has thereby repelled the critical elements 
among the working-class. 

"So today, in the most revelutionary situation, objectively, since 1918, 
with more than 6,000,000 unemployed, in spite of growth of raemberwhip, and in** 
o.easing number of votes, the CPG is terrifyingly impotent. The proletarian 
mass organizations, especially in the trace ur.ion.3. ’which are the lever for the 
release of decisive mass action, the CFG is practically devoid of all influence. 

Its policies prevent the welding together of tne working class and thereby weaken 
their resistance to fascism... 
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"In view of this situation, we see in the SAP a factor in Germany which can 
contribute in decisive measuro to bring the working class out of its disintegrat¬ 
ion, its confusion and its impotence. 

"We know - and we consider it cur duty to say this openly to our new party 
comrades - that the SAP today does not yet possess the clarity and hoaiogonei+y 
which it needs to fulfill its great task. Within its ranks, uhe strugg?.e is 
still going on for the correct road to its goal* The SAP still sheww the marks 
of its origin. Reformist® and bourgeois - pacifist#! views within. :-.t have not 
yet been overcome. The various tendencies, among them anti-soviet and ultra- 
left ones, are struggling for influence. We will not for a moment minimize 
the dangers connected with it. 

"But the development of the SAP has already shown how senseless was the 
statement of the present leadership of the CPG Opposition, dictated oy dogmatic 
blindness, that the new party has ’in the last analysis, counter-revolitcn^v 
effects’. Its membership was,$rom the beginning, permeated with the will for 
a revolutionary party. Important steps to overcome reformist views have been 
made. 


"The SAP is even today already an important factor for the creation of the 
proletarian united front. It has invigorated and strengthened the will of the 
working class for common resistance. 

"To further this development with all our powers was our aim from the time 
the SAP was founded. Now we want to serve this aim within its ranks. 

"We are communists. The principles of communism as established in the 

docisions of the first three Congresses of the Communist International and the 
fundamental rules of tactics which Lenin gave us will guide us in the future too. 
We give up no part of them. 

"Many of us have struggled together with Roca Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht. 
All of us are disciples of Luxemburg and Lenin, whose legacy was and will remain 
our guiding line in political activity. Deeply convinced of the correctness 
and victory of the principles of communism, we '/ana to work in comradely collab¬ 
oration with our new party comrades to tho end -hat these principles will permeate 
all the policies of the SAP and thereby become fruitful for the entire working 
class• 

"If it is the task of the SAP to win over the hundreds of thousands of Social- 
Democratic members and the millions of Social-Oemo'.- ra tic supporters for a revol¬ 
utionary policy, its most important goal must be tc collaborate in the creation 
of the unified communist party. 

"The persistent endeavor, unaffected by any disappointment, to come to 
common action with the CPG and its local organizations, and above all, a conscious 
Leninist policy of the SAP will open the road to this goal. This'will also 
lead to the necessary reform of the Communist International, which is an indis¬ 
pensable condition for the fighting ability of the international labor movement. 

"Those are the aims for which we tfill stand within the SAP and which we now 
confidently and without reservations lay before the party members of the SAP* 

They will find in us fellow fighters who defend their standpoint firmly in quest¬ 
ions of conviction and at the same time maintain loyal comradeship...." 


W'o'.'aisk the reader to compare this statement with the statement of entry of 
the Belgian Trotskyists in the PQB - carried out by giving up their own organ¬ 
ization and relinquishing functioning as a fraction at the special request of 
Trotsky and at the cost of splitting his organization. It is reprinted in the 
French “Verite" of May 10, 1935. The decisive passages read* 

"What must be the position of revolutionists? 

'•They must understand that in Belgium the organized labor movement carries the 
name of ’socialist', that it is the Belgian Labor Party (PGB) and its great trade 
union centers, must understand that the Belgian bourgeoisie, in order to maintain 
its rule, is led to destroy the labor organizations, that is, the POB. 

'‘Finally, they must understand that in order to carry out their progressive, 
active, revolutionary tasks, they must struggle actively within the mass organiz¬ 
ations which must be set into motion, in order to prevent what happened in Germany 
Austria, and Spain... In Belgium, where the POB has the decisive influence, the 
best way to realize the real united front is to enter into the POB, (this was 
after the entry of the POB into the Government, after the strangling of the 'Plan' 
movement ti), in order to defend within it an active policy of struggle for the 
immediate and general interests of the working class ... Our entry into the PCB 
leads to shutting down our paper, but means no repudiation of our ideas.. It is 
determined solely and alone by the seriousness of the situation which makes it 
our task, which stands before all conscious elements of the working class, to take 
up without delay its position of struggle within the ranks of the organized 
working class." 

We point further to a significant paragraph from one of the fundamental art- 
icles on which the French Trotskyists based their entry into the SFIO . Uiey 
state there! 

"Hie fate of the proletariat in our period depends to a very great extent on 
how decisively Social—Democracy is able to break with the bourgeois state in the 
short period left to it by the course of developments*'• 

Now let the reader judge the question of "furling the banner" t The CPO 
minority did not enter a party of the type of the PCB, but into one just founded, 
in which young Socialists were struggling seriously and devotedly for the creation 
of a truly revolutionary party. In alliance with these forces, the CPO minority 
succeeded in winning the party, after having already previously drawn up the de¬ 
claration of principles of the party. After the capitulation of the previous 
leaders of the party, who had become the minority, the illegal party convention of 
March, 1933, placed itself on the platform of communist policy and elected a 
communist leadership. The SAP called upon the class-conscious workers to build 
a new communist party and emphasized its willingness! 

"Together with opposition groups in the SPG and the CPG, from the TCPSL and the 
YCL, from sport and trade union organizations having the same purposes, and so far 
as possible, hand in hand with the Left Opposition and the CPO, to prepare and 
carry through the reconstruction of the German- labor movement". 

Since then the SAP has been working against fascism under the most difficult 
illegal conditions with very slight financial means under the hard blows of the 
Gestapo (Secret Police). But unfortunately, this work does not interest our 
critics because real work against Fascism obviously is of very little interest 
to them altogether. 
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FOR A NSW INTERNATIONAL 


"lb is not a question of only proclaiming the final goal to the proletariat, 

but of increasing the activity in pradtical struggle, which alone is able 

to lead the proletariat to struggle for the final goal"* (Theses of 3rd 

World Congress of the Cl) 

At the beginning of June, 1933, an illegal plenum of the SAP passed the 
following resolutions, from which we quote the following paragraphs I 

"The Gorman proletarait would not have suffered the terrible defeat of 1933 
if there had been in Germany a Communist Party which gathered the masses of the 
proletariat behind it on the basis of Marxism and Leninism and led it to struggle. 
That in the decisive stage of the conflict there was no such Communist Party and 
that there is none to this day, is to bo explained, not by accidental and sub¬ 
ordinate mistakes of individual leaders or by individual organizational short¬ 
comings, but by the fundamental mistakes in organization and tactics of the Cl 
and the CPG, which for years and years we have expounded over and over again. 
(Rejection! of the United Front, red trade union policy, national bolshevism, 
theory of socialism in one country, destruction of inner-party democracy). In 
March, 1933, an historical test proved what had been clear to us long before* 
that the CPG has become unable to fulfill its historic tasks and.that this sit¬ 
uation cannot be changed within the present Cl system. 

"From the recognition of these facts, 'which have only been touched on hero, 
arises the necessity of working in a persistent, conscious manner over a long 
period of time for a thorough-going renovation of the labor movement in Germany 
and on an international scale . The SAP is prepared to enter into common strug¬ 
gle with all fighting groups of the German as well as the international prolet¬ 
ariat wh.o are working in the same direction in order to reach this great goal; 
the intensity of the collaboration will have to bo guided by the degree of 
agreement reached in the most important questions. The clarity of principles 
or of tactios must not suffer from the will to unity of all revolutionary forces. 

"The aim of this work is to create a real Communist Party in Germany and a 
real Communist Intern at ional throughout the worl d< In the event that a change 
in the policies cf the Cl should result from inter-party regroupment in the 
Soviet Union or undor the pressure of our work or for other reasons, we would 
naturally have to take a position toward those new facts and orientate our fur¬ 
ther tactics accordingly. Under the present given conditions .and on the basis 
of the experiences of. the past decade, however, it would be fatal to proclaim the 
reform of the Cl and of the CPG as the direction of our work. Our aim remains 
the creation of a real Communist International; in what detailed forms this aim 
can be reached, the process of development of the next few years will decide." 

Before this, the Butch OSP (Independent Socialist Party), had expressed 
itself in the sense of a new revolutionary International. 

But how did the Trotskyites stand? 

Today they spread the statement that after the German defeat "without a 
moment’s delay", they declared themselves for the 4th International (most rec¬ 
ently in "Encore une fois; ou va la France?"). Let us see. 

In the middle of March, 1933, there appeared in the emigration for the 
first time, "Unser Wort", the paper of the Trotskyites, with a programmatic- 
statement from which we take the following sentences* 



"The International Left Opposition regards itself as a fraction of the 
Comintera , as the individual national sections are fractions of the national 
Communist Party. It sets itself the goal of bringing the Cl back to the found¬ 
ations of Marx and Lenin. That such a policy, under the given conditions is the 
only correct one, is proven by theoretical analysis as well as by historical 
experience. 

"Although the special conditions of Russia led Bolshevism to a final break 
with Menshevism as early as 1912, the Bolshevik Party remained in the Second 
International until the end of 1914. The lessons of the World War we r e nec¬ 
essa ry in order to raise the question of a ne w International; the Qdtober rev¬ 
olution was necessary in order to call the new International into being. " 

In April came the first turn, in an article by Trotsky. Here for the 

first time, a new communist party for Germany is declared necessary» 

"It would naturally be senseless to believe that the development in Germany 
will follow the Italian road, that Hitler will strengthen his rule.without serious 
resistance stop by step, that long years of rule stand before German fascism... 

"Stalinism in Germany has gone through its August 4th. The verdict has . 
been passed on the official Communist Party. It will now fall apart, disintegrate 
sink into nothing . No artificial means will save it." 

Trotsky is, therefore, against a new International and in the May issue of 
■Unser Wort' (No.4), he bases this position on the following argumentst 

"While in Germany, the official Communist Farty has been politically liquid¬ 
ated, in the other countries and above all, in the USSR, it has not yet been sub¬ 
jected to a decisive test... Before the judgment of history, as well as before 
ordinary bourgeois justice, the defendant is, as a rule, not the one who carries 
the responsibility in principle, but the one who is caught.... The course, of 
development in this way gives the other sections still time to think it over. 

We, the Left Opposition, are only the interpreters, of the course of development . 
Therefore, we do not break with the 3rd International . But if the Stalinist 
bureaucracy brings the USSR to collapse, then we will have to build a Fourth 
International." 

This quotation is remarkable in every respect. The new International can 
only be ready to speak of after decisive tests of the other sections and only after 
the collapse of the USSR. In precise contrast to his later distribution of roles, 
the author assigns to his organization the role of a simple spectator and inter¬ 
preter of historical development. Later, because it suits him better then, he 
turns the weapon around and accuses us, the SAP, of precisely that role of spectr 
ator of the "historical process" which wo never assumed, but which he assigned to’ 
his organization!. 

Let us go furtheri.three months later in August ("U.W." No. 11) Trotsky 
comes out for a new International. On what doos he base, his turn? Has the 
USSR landed in the abyss? Have at least the above-mentioned great historical 
tests been gone through by the sections of the Cl? Not at allV The resolut¬ 
ions. of the Plenum of the Executive Committee of the Cl on the situation in Ger¬ 
many, the rnute acquiescence of all the sections in this resolution, the anti¬ 
fascist congress in Paris, the fate of the CP of Austria are for him "an irrefut¬ 
able evidence of the fact that not only was the fate of the CPG sealed in Germany, 
but also that of the Cl in its entirety". 
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It is difficult to "base” a new turn with greater casualnessi A new Muen- 
zenbergiade, a false resolution* those are the "great historical oacperiencesl 

But» is the fate of the Cl really soalod in its entirety? Not because it 
is expressly set forth as a task to regenerate the Bolshevist Party in the USSR» 

"Just as the USSR cannot arrive at Socialism without the proletarian revol¬ 
ution in the west, so the Bolshevik-Leninists cannot restore to health the Bol¬ 
shevist Party through their own forces alone without the rebirth of a real pro¬ 
letarian International". 

In October, finally, ("UW" No. 13), Trotsky comes out for a new party in the 
USSR also and considers civil war against Stalin as hardly avoidable. 

Naturally, nothing essential changed in the USSR from August to October and 
oven before, in the previous two months, the other Comintern sections went through 
no decisive tests. The only thing that changed was Trotsky's thoughts, but in¬ 
stead of honestly revising himself, ho writes cabalistic formulas - and the inter¬ 
national organization must each time listen to its master's voice and change its 
orientation. But later on, in contradiction to the truth, ("to speak out that 
which is"), they declare they recognized the necessity for a new International 
immediately, without dolay, after Hitler’s victory — but those who spoke out in 
favor of a new International even before Trotsky are accused of "betrayal" of this 
aim. 


The foreign center of the SAP oven before it had any knowledge of the quoted 
decision of the Enlarged Party Executive, in June 1933, at a meeting of the Inter¬ 
national Bureau of the IAG (international Workers Group) in Brussels, presented a 
resolution in favor of "a thorough-going renovation of the international labor 
movement". Hiis resolution was written for the International Workers Group 
(IAG), that is, for a group which in its majority was not yet in favor of the 
thought of tho new International. But the majority of the parties were prepared 
to go on roads which in their consequences had to lead to the now International. 
The sense of this resolution, therefore, was to tie up with the given development 
of the different partios, in order to further their subsequent development. The 
Trotskyites declared this resolution to be correct in July, 1933j but in August, 
as we. shall see in the Chapter "Tho Bureau for Revolutionary Socialist Unity", 
they declared that in the meantime, this resolution had become reactionary . 

In August, 1933, the SAP together with the OSP (independent Socialist Party 
of Holland) and the RSP (Revolutionary Socialist Party of Holland) and the ICL 
(internationalist Communist League) signed the so-called Declaration of Four. 
Although only a few days lator at the August conference arranged by the IAG, it 
turned out impossible to carry on a half-way sensible policy with the Trotskyites, 
tho SAP continued to make efforts to attempt an understanding with them, and sot 
down its position on the question of the International in a number of documents. 

We refer interested readers to Nos. 2 and 6 of tho 'T3oue Front" for the year 1934. 
In this place, we must limit ourselves to the reproduction of a few essential pas¬ 
sages. 


As to tho international essenco of tho proletarian struggle and the necessity 
for a revolutionary International , we wrotet 

"The political will of classes must create organs for their expression and for 
their actual functioning in order to arrive at historical effectiveness. Their 
form must be suitable to the tasks which are placed before them and to the given 
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external conditions* The struggle for socialism, which, according to its nature; 
is of an absolutely international character, requires a tight combination and 
unified utilization of all proletarian forces on an international basis, that is, 
an International with unified leadership. It must start with the principled 
revolutionary character of its task and know how to take account of the concrete 
circumstances of the international class struggle on every sector of the front as 
well as the meaning of each individual country for the whole.” 

The SAP is of the opinion that the creation of the New International is poss¬ 
ible only as the result of an historical process; that it is a task of revolution¬ 
ists to intervene actively in this process (not, as the Trotskyists slanderously 
declare, by fatalistically letting the process run its course), that this is b est 
done, not by the abstract pro p agation of a new organizational form (Fou r oh Inter¬ 
national) ? which is ne c essar il y urin tell ig ible tc the masses, 'out by concrete pro¬ 
posals and actions which se :.rve the revolutien ary d eve locHient of the prol eta riat 
and which t ie up with the I mmedi ate ne eds and tho sit uation of the proletaria n 
masses. It is convinced that this new International can come into existence and 
lead to v.ctory only as a communist and (not as a centrist, as a "two-and-one-half" 
or reformist one), and with the active collaboration of the mass of revolutionists, 
AH this the SAP has repeatedly declared; by these views it is guided in its pol¬ 
icies, and therefore, rejects the conscious untruths of Trotsky. Moreover, it 
is worth while to note that the intransigeant Trotsky declared that it was poss¬ 
ible that the 4th International "could arise out of the unification of the 2nd and 
3rd Internationals by means of a regroupment of the elements and the continued 
cleansing and hardening of the ranks in the fire of the struggle”. ("UW" No.33, 
Sept. 1934, "The Way Out"). 

We are of the opinion that the foundation of the International today is not 
yet within the realm of possibility, while the Trotskyites are busily engaged in 
bringing into the world a premature birth which is incapable of survival. Since 
the latter declare this to be untrue, we quote only two statements recently made* 

1. "For the Bolshevik-Leninists the organization of the 4th International 

is an urgent task", (international Bulletin of the ICL, May, 1935). 

2. "If the revolutionary Marxists of all countries ... at once create an 
international unification under their own banner, they will hasten the 
inevitable collapse of the IAGr as well as of both other Internationals". 
("UW", end of May, 1935). 

We are of the opinion that there is no real International today; a reformist 
International cannot be a^ real International because the essence of reformism con¬ 
sists ill the fact that each reformist party adapts itself to its own bourgeoisie 
and therefore cannot be internationalist. Thus we see today that the so-called 
2nd International cannot adopt a single politically important position without 
completely falling apart. But the 3rd International is a tool of the alleged 
interests of Soviet Russian Foreign Policy. As to what makes it unable to ful¬ 
fill its task, we wrote in January, 1934, and the reader may compare"with the de¬ 
velopments since them 

"The strategists of the Third International, by trying to postpone the world 
revolution to the time when the construction in Russia will have reached the goal 
which has been set, are preparing the road for fascism in tho capitalist countries. 
But even if this postponement succeeded, they could not eliminate the dynamics of 
the capitalist contradictions which lead to a world war. Their non-aggression 
pacts can prevent war just as little as the League of Nations and the other in- 
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st rumen ts of Social-Democratic peace policy . Perhaps the USSR will have one 
capitalist ally or another at its side, perhaps be able to neutralize one imper¬ 
ialist or another. It will thereby gain nothing in importance as a regolutionary 
force, but rather find itself dn the greatest dependence on its capitalist "frieridsl 
It will have to pay for this "friendship® and neutrality by giving up all inter¬ 
nationalist-revolutionary policies, for class interests are stronger than paper 
treaties. It is not the capitalists who have anything to fear from the connect¬ 
ion with the "revolutionary** regime but on the contrary, once the war machine has 
been started, they will not stop at any kind of political blackmail." 

From this situation we drew the conclusion that a real International had 
still to be created* 

Everywhere,but above all, in the mass parties of the 2nd International, we 
saw and still see elements who are honestly even if often confusedly endeavoring 
to go the road of the revolution. We said I 

"Here is the point of attack, without passing by the valuable proletarian 
parts which in some countries still stand by the Comintern parties. For these 
parts will- leave the so-called Communist Parties when they recognize the success 
of the reconstruction which we are attempting. Ibis success cannot be achieved 
by the proclamation of abstract principles, no matter how correct they may be, nor 
by the raising of banners, beautiful as they may be. It would be a fatal error 
for the Vanguard to think that it can jump over the stages of development of pro¬ 
letarian consciousness. It would bo senseless to believe that some day, if not 
today then tomorrow, the masses will spontaneously recognize the correctness of 
these principles and gather around them. It is rs-ther a question of intervening 
practically in thiw process of development, never forgetting that when one wants 
to put the result of a development of consciousness at the beg i nning , one endangers 
the whole development thereby. One must understand how to ally oneself with the 
bearers of the leftward development in the reformist parties, and in a certain 
sense even to fuse with them — in which everything depends exclusively on whether 
one understands how to apply those tactics to raise and not to lower the general 
level of proletarian class-consciousness, of revolutionary spirit, of capacity for 
struggle and victory. The cadres of the new International 'are produced only 
through painstaking work, through hard work? their development is facilitated by 
the correct revolutionary theory, which for its part is no dogma but takes on its 
final form only in close connection with the practice of a trule revolutionary mass 
movement* (Lenin). But we will not travel the road of the idealistic sects, 
which instead of regarding the living processes within the proletariat devote their 
main energy to fractional polemics, speculate in mystrical manner over empty con¬ 
ceptions, and classify the various species of 'centrism* ... 

"...In the measure in which we succeed here in winning the confidence of 
broad circles of the world working class in reality, the principles of Communism 
too will be developed apong them. But at the end of this struggle there will 
stand the revolutionary International of unity which the proletariat needs in 
order to conquer." 

We are of the opSnion that the new International should tie up with the pro¬ 
found will for unity of the passes — a unity which in reality can be reached only 
on the basis of Communism. 

"The slogans and principles of the Communist parties are the only basis on 
which the working class can re-unite itself, because they express the necessity 
of the- proletarian struggle". (Theses on Tactics of the III World Congress of the 
Cl). 
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In this sense we wrote in January, 1934i 

w Ihe international and revolutionary unity which is a bitter necessity, is 
not to be realized with Stalin and surely not with Vandervelde* But it must be 
realized in spite of all difficulties and soon, too* War, fascism, anti-Soviet 
intervention, are eyermore terrible threats. Even today, most workers already 
understand this, and they learn this fact anew from day to day* And it is this 
penetrating everyday experience whioh will pave the way for the International of 
unity* It will not arise as an organization competing with the two Internation¬ 
als which have only an external existence, but it will be the International* It 
will not be realized from one day to the next* No serious person thinks that it 
need only bo “proclaimed* to draw the masses to itself* It can only be the re¬ 
sult of a erious and thoroughgoing discussion among the broadest layers of the 
workers, a discussion which will take place in the closest possible connection 
with the daily experiences of the class struggle* M 

We are of the opinion that the homogeneity necessary for the International can 
result only from common experience — that every abstract swearing by principles 
learned by heart, or by a leading figure, results in only a ridiculous caricature 
of a real agreement in action and in truth* Finally, we are of the opinion that 
the new International will be ridiculous if it consists of meaningless sects, and 
that its theoretical basis must hot consistffof a few ready-made formulas, but 
must bo created in the course of its formation* 

Our efforts are directed to welding together the independent revolutionary 
forces, while the Trotskyites want to break up the "International Buro for Revol¬ 
utionary Socialist Unity" (lAG)* Therefore, at the conference in February, 1935, 
it was not possible to come, to an agreement on the question of the International 
with the only Trotskyito present* The SAP proposed to the conference the 
following resolutions! 

"In view of the complete failure of the 2nd and 3rd Internationals, the Con¬ 
ference states the fact that the international revolutionary labor movement has 
at the present time, no leadership which bears the confidence of the movement, and 
that it is therefore necessary to create such a leadership, ile*, a real proletar¬ 
ian International* 

"Hie Conference emphasizes the fact that the necessary international revol¬ 
utionary leadership can be built only as the result of an historical process and 
only through the collaboration of the revolutionary elements within and without 
the existing Internationals. It states further that this leadership can arise 
only on the basis of a thoroughgoing renovation of the international labor movoment* 

"In order to hasten the coming into existence of a proletarian International, 
capable of action, the only one which can realize the necessary unity on a revol¬ 
utionary basis, the parties represented at the conference resolve* 

1) To concentrate all their forces on the development of international 
action, and 

2) To utilize all possibilities for co-ordinating those forces which are 
prepared for actiop- within an international framework and at the same 
time to build the International Workers Group (IAG)"* 
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The only on© who voted against this resolution was Comrade Sneevliet, who 
represented the position of the Trotskyites on this question* The present ihair- 
man of the RSAP of Holland, Comrade P,J,Schmidt, abstained. All the other del¬ 
egates voted for the resolution* Outside of the CAP, these were the represent¬ 

atives of the Socialist Party of Sweden, the ILP of England', the Red Front of 
Austria, the Iberian Communist Party of Spain, the Independent Socialist Party of 
Poland, the Socialist Party (Maximalists) of Italy, and the Doriot group of France. 

This resolution and this vote brought us into the special disfavor of the 
Trotskyite group. For the. ICL, it meant the betrayal of the idea of the Inter¬ 
national. We, on the' other hand, are of the opinion that in fact and truth, the 
creation of a real International has been exceptionally hindered by the sectarian 
policies of the Trotskyites, and that a real support of the process of development 
of the new International is possible only on our political line* 

. "IDEALISTIC SUBJECTIVISM* 1 

For Trotsky, practically everything in the labor movement, except open re¬ 
formism and except his own group, is centrism. Centrism - that includes the left 
wing in the pre-war German Social-Democracy, Otto Bauer# and Leon Blum, the left 
SFIO and the ILP of England, the SAP and the NAP, Brandler and Stalin. If, as a 
rule, concepts serve the Marxist as auxiliary means for concrete distinctions, here 
centrism has become a night in which aeoessarily all cats are gray* Whence comes 
this conception of Trotsky? 

In his pamphlet, "What Next?", Trotsky defines it as followst 

"Marxism, as well as reformism, have each a firm social support under their 
feet. Marxism expresses the historical interests of the proletariat* Reform¬ 
ism corresponds to the privileged position of the proletarian bureaucracy and 
aristocracy in the capitalist state." 

Centrism is an ideological tendency moving between these two, which, with the 
exception of the Soviet bureaucracy, has otherwise no firm social basis. Apart 
from the fact that the characterization of historical interests as a firm social 
basis is impossible, this sentence shows an inadequate understanding by its author 
of reformism and therefore of a whole epoch of the western European labor movement. 
Instead of comprehending reformism in the form which it took on in the course of 
history as a historic '.1 stage of. development of proletarian consciousness, essen¬ 
tially conditioned by the period of capitalist upswing, he considers it the ex¬ 
clusive ideology of a thin layer of ''aristocrats of labor" who "seduce" the masses* 
He counterposes to-reformism the lOOJfi Marxism waxen i3 in possession of a small 
•vanguard. But the sign of this Marxism is the acceptance of the slogan or fetish 
which is given out at any particular time (e.g», 4th International). In order to 
sustain this definition, Trotsky compares centrism vith the petty bourgeoisie, 
whose ideological expression also is iridescent and many-colored, according to 
place and time} Jacobinism, pacifism, ProuHhonism, ia3oism, etc. But this is 
just what induced the Marxists to apply different concepts to these different 
forms of ideological expression. 

We do not state for a moment that there is no such thing as centrism. If 
one means by that a certain attitude which combines the revolutionary phraseology 
with a non-revolutionary practice, then indeed centrism is very often to be found, 
particularly in a period in which open reformism is disappearing from many parties. 
Ib&t we are opposed to is the idea that one has explained or determined anything 
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with this inadequate, abstract and blurred label, by-pasting it on to any policy* 

It is" a thoroughly external,..-idealistic method, to describe&the policy of the 
Russian bureaucracy^ because it is "sometimes right, sometimes left", as centrist, 
and unite it in a common conception with the policy of Leon Blum, the radical 
traditions of the French petty bourgeoisie, with the thoroughly confused but, as 
proven by actions, revolutionary (not communistl) position of Largo Caballero etc* 
Trotsky, by placing the social laye r of the petty bourgeoisie on the same plane 
with the Ideology of centrism, and by transcribing "historical interesta" into a 
social support , abandons the ground of materialism* Ihis is also expressed in 
his organization, his propaganda and his policy* 

The organization of Trotsky arose ae an opposition group, which had real 
roots^ practically in Russia alone. This origin is very important, because it 
is impossible to create an organization which is serious and actually bound up 
with the working class, in one country, on the basis of experiences which have 
been made in other countries. The proletariat and even its most advanced layers 
leans practically everything from their own immediate experience and very little 
from the experiences of others transmitted through books. These layers learn 
from the international experience only insofar as a similar development opens up 
in their own country. Bo wonder that the real proletarian opposition groups 
bear so often a "nationally limited" character.(See for instance, various oppos¬ 
ition groups that arose from the Cl). 

It .is mostly intellectuals that learn from books. The relationship of an 
intellectual to that class which he ideologically represents or wants to represent 
is transmitted through ideology, while the relation of the proletariat to socialism 
arises from its immediate life. The points of departure which result from the 
situation of the worker in society must be developed by the revolutionary party to 
higher form through action and propaganda, and thereby so fhr as possible, the 
bourgeois influence on the proletarian masses destroyed. 

Hie revolutionary intellectual can play a positive historical role only 
insofar as he is firmly connected with the deftsive layers of the proletariat. 


***************i,it**i,*],*,,i,* ) , **********,,,,,, ******** ***********■,>!< ft******** ft*#******#. 
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The national organizations of Trotskyism have developed on the basis of prin 
cipled criticism and its application to individual countries, particularly Russia 
and China* No wonder they assumed almost everywhere the character of intellect¬ 
ual propagandist clubs. 

But vanguard and propaganda club are entirely different thingst In coun¬ 
tries with a developed proletariat, the vanguard is built not through the pro¬ 
clamation of abstract principles, no matter how dorrect they are, but by constant 
participation in the concrete daily struggle* Out of these struggles grow and 
are tested those elements which win the confidence of their class comrades* 

These elements must constitute the nucleus of the revolutionary party. 

—- ’ The propaganda circle "is right", wants to bring its truth to its listeners 
and thinks that that is the whole question* If we are dealing with an historical 
critics' club, such a view can pass. But for a revolutionary political group 
which does not want to interpret the world but change it, "to be right", meanst 
in the immediate struggle together with the class, to seize the next link in the 
chain, whatever it may be at any particular time. 

(Notel "Communist propaganda and education must root itself, first of all, 
in the very midst of the proletariat. It must grow out of the 
concrete life of the workers, out of their common interests and 
efforts, and especially out of their common struggles". (Principles 
of the Organizational Structure of Communist Parties, the Methods 
and the Content of their T/orkj 3rd World Congress of the Cl))» 

But the idealistic view of the propaganda circle characterizes most of the 
Trotskyist groups and is strengthened by their organizational principles. It is 
therefore, only too understandable that proletarian elements are repelled by them 
after a short time, and larger groups which have arisen autonomously and joined 
the ICL, mostly go away again. 

Were not the perspectives for Germany, the criticism of the Chinese policy, 
the recognition of the need for a 4th International, all correct? 

True enough! All this is in its essence, quite "right". But it does not 
answer the concrete immediate needs of the proletariat, does not show the next 
link in the chain, the nex t step forward, and is represented by the "people who 
are always right", who are not connected with the proletarians in their daily life 
That explains why German Trotskyism, in spite of tho widely diffused, correct, 
brilliantly formulated, criticisms of Trotsky, surrounded by the glory of the 
Russian revolution, after they wore proved to be correct, melted together into a 
tiny group. And the same disproportion oxists everywhere. 

- When Sneevliet declared at the Paris conference in February, 1933, that one 
had to place uncompromisingly the new idea of the 4th International before the 
masses,who are entangled in reactionary views - in this position we have tho 
whole idealism of Trotsky's policy. It is not a question of "confronting" 
historical reality with an "idea", but of developing this same idea out of the 
reality through one's own patient concrete daily practice, i.e.» to bring the 
class so far that it will understand the aim of the new International as necessary 
through its own daily experience in struggle. 

(Note* What we demand, therefore, is absolutely not that anyone should 

"suppress" what is necessary, or "adapt" oneself to the most backward 
workers by making concessions of content to their ractionary wishes, 
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but that one should tie up to the given level of the masses in order 
to raise it by concrete slogans and actions). 

Finally, it is no wonder that Trotskyism in theory is so sharply marked by 
self-sufficient sterility. One has a tested conception, finished once and for a 11, 
by which one measures all events. But, accord ing.lto the already quoted phrases 
of Lenin, Marxism can develop further only in connection with the development of a 
revolutionary jjiass movement. This connection does not exist among the Trotsky 
groups. It is therefore not surprising that the slogans of Trotskyism are part¬ 
ly correct but not new (united front, militia, etc.), partly new but not correct 
("for a Blum-Cachin government" in France, November, 1934), partly new and. correct, 
but handed out like a fetish (4th International). It results just as clearly 
from its essence, that Trotskyism regards itself as the navel of the world, and 
always attributes to its own influence every slogan which other groups set up at 
the same time with or after it. 

For a time, Trotsky was compelled to recognize this fundamental fault of his 
organization, when he posed the question of the entry of his French section into 
the SFIO. Trotsky wrote at that time* "for a revolutionary, it is not enough to 
have correct ideas ... The task of the revolutionary party is to weld the 'correct ‘ 
ideas* to the mass labor movement. Only then does the idea become a driving 
force. ... One can write and read revolutionary articles and still remain in fact 
outside of the revolutionary movement . One can give good advice to the workers' 
organizations from the outside. That is something. Hut that is still not a 
revolutionary organization." 

This was a beginning toward self-understanding. But its limitations were 
shown even here, as is clear from the following sentence* "the Ligue (as well as 
the other sections) saw itself compelled to develop as an isolated propaganda group. 
This determihed both its positive sides (honest and serious attitude to principles, 
firmness in iieas) as well as its negative side (consideration of the labor move¬ 
ment from the outside)". 

Marxist principles do not exist in empty space, do not exist independently 
of*practice. He who regards the labor movement from the outside cannot be "firm 
in his principles". For firmness in principles is first tested in concrete 
policies, which are not possible outside of the movement, and the principles them¬ 
selves are rooted in practice. 

The brilliantly formulated general views of Trotsky always sound convincing, 
while their abstractness and emptiness only shows itself after one's own experience 
and on concrete examination. 

Idealism is Trotsky's fundamental trait. We find it in his political crit¬ 
icism of 1923, of our peace resolution, of the Zimmerwald idea} in his propaganda, 
in the fetish-like character of his slogans; ttn his*love of historical parallels 
which are used not as illustrations but as central means for concrete analysis 
(Thermidor, August 4th); in his fondness for abstract super-historical concepts 
and labels (centrism). He confuses reality with his own wishes, operates with 
ever so distorted historical examples, puts abstract fetish-slogans in the fore¬ 
ground, and selects his people accordingly. 

Just a few examples from the recent period* 

We saw above that Trotsky declared that after the victory of Hitler, the CPG 
"would fall away into nothingness", since an organization which is politically dead 
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could not survive organizationally. But it cannot be denied that the GPG (why 
that is so cannot be discussed here) remains now as before* the strongest anti¬ 
fascist organization in Germanyt 

After the prohibition of the CP of Austria became a large party only after 
the defeat. The saying, "what ought not to be cannot be" comes not from Marx 
but from Palmstroem, Morgenstern's hero. 

(Note* Christian Morgenstern, a German bourgeois satirical versifier and 

essayist, created the character Palmstroem as a sardonic apotheosis 
of petty-bourgeois philistinism. - Trans.) 

Further* at the Youth conference in Laren in 1934, there were originally 
two draft resolutions, one from the German Socialist Youth League (SJV), the other 
from the Dutch. The Trotskyites declared that the dsaft of the German SJV was, 
it is true, decidedly better than the Dutch, but that they would vote for the 
Matter because — it contained the slogan for the "Fourth International". 

In the "Open Letter to the World Proletariat" issued by the International 
Secretariat of the Trotskyists at the end of May, 1935, and reprinted in "Unser 
Wort", in the middle of June, we find at the very beginning, the.following state¬ 
ment* "Stalin has signed, jointly with the French Froeign Minister Laval, thedeath 
certificate of the 3rd International. There is today no longer a single worker 
no matter how politically backward he may be, who does not know that the Soviet 
bureaucracy has now openly and finally betrayed the International proletariat." 

This quotation ought to go down in history as a classic example of subject¬ 
ivism. According to it, the sections of the Cl, one and all, ought to have dis¬ 
appeared from the face of the earth. But in fact, there is nothing .of the sort - 
not even to speak of the "backward", reformist, Catholic and nationalistic workers. 
After this quotation, is a further discussion still possible among thinking rev¬ 
olutionists? 

We have seen that this idealistic method permeates the theoretical essence, 
the political criticism and the views of Trotskyism. The organizational structure 
can only correspond to this political content - we have shown it in its develop¬ 
ment. Opponents on the other hand must necessarily be branded mow or less as 
"wicked people", "traitors", etc. All of this makes Trotskyism a destructive 
element in the international labor movement. 

THE FUNDAMENTAL STRATEGIC PRINCIPLE OF TROTSKYISM 
AND "THAT WHICH IS". 

The most important strategic doctrines which constitute the foundation of 
the present views of Trotsky gtrei 1) the criticism of Stalin and the CPO (Right 
Opposition, Brandlerites) because of the "Betrayal" of the German revolution of 
1923. 2) The criticism of the policy of the"Anglo-Russian Committee" of 1925-6. 

3) The criticism of the false policies of the Comintern in China. 

• These points are utilized against the SAP as follows* It did not understand 
the experience of 1923 and its present leaders participated in a leading capacity 
in the policies of that time} it is repeating the policy of the Anglo-Russian 
Committee by its policy of collaboration with the independent parties and the NAP 
(Norwegian Labor Party)*} it has not understood the experience of the Chinese 
revolution. 
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♦(Note* It is true that this '’fundamental*' criticism is utilized only when 
needed, i.e., very opportunistically. If Trotsky wants to unite 
with someone» he is willing to close an eye* This is true not only 
of cases like Maria Reese (of whom we will speak later), but also of 
the SAP. In fact, when fiomrade Sohwebof the SAIJ was negotiating 
for several days in the summer of 1933 with Trotsky, and had in no 
way concealed the differences in the estimation of 1923, Trotsky 
wrote to him as follows* ”1 will not by any means deny that there 
are differences in our approach to questions which are evidently to 
be explained by the past of our organizations. But these differ¬ 
ences do not seem to me to be of a principle nature* More than 
that, with good will on both sides, they can very advantageously 
round each other out ("ergaenzen*) and make each other more freuit- 
ful ("befruchten")" II 

Let us see very briefly how these arguments stand. 

1) 1923. The Cl and the CPG carried on a wrong policy in 1923 based upon 
wrong analyses of the situation. Before the strike of August,1923, against the 
Cuno government, the Party and the Cl underestimated the revolutionary situation 
in Germany. The Cuno strike woke them up and now they fell into the opposite 
mistakej without understanding that August marked the peak of the revolutionary 
development, they regarded it as a beginning and prepared for insurrection. The 
impossibility of this line was shown in October at Chemnitz at a super-party con¬ 
ference of shop-delegates of the Saxon workers* Hie proposals for the offensive 
made by the Communists were received with such coolness and hostility by the hund- 
redtsof workers' representatives, that all the leading functionaries of the Party 
(including the leftsl) realized the impossibility of this proposal* But this 
impossibility was clearly proven and confirmed by another event; in spite of the 
party's orders to avoid any offensive actions, the insurrection took place in 
Hamburg - prepared in isolation from the working class - because the courier 
service broke down. Here in Hamburg with its tremendous Communist following, 

Ihoro struggled 300 Communist workers - no more and no loss - completely isolated 
from the masses, while twice as many workers placed themselves at the disposal of 
the authorities as voluntary guardians of bourgeois orderl What were the reasons 
for the two false analyses of the party cannot be investigated here. But con¬ 
trary to the October legend fabricated by Trotsky for factional reasons, it is 
important, in addition to the foregoing facts, to look at Trotsky's position at 
that time. In June, 1923, a session of the ECCI (Executive Committee of the Cl) 
took place, at which, among other things, there was a discussion of the German 
question* Trotsky was present. He neither criticized nor made any proposalsll 
After the Cuno strike on the other hand, he was the most active representative of 
the line of insurrection, who regarded the others as "sleepyheads''. How wrong 
Trotsky's political position was, was shown not only by the later events, but also 
by his constant pointing out that the party should only organize, keep right on 
organizing, it did not need to worry about policies, those would be made by the 
enemy. Engrossed in the fever of uninterrupted organizing, disregarding quest¬ 
ions of polioy, the Party lost all interest and all living connection with the real 
movement of the masses. Finally, in January, 1924, Radek brought in a resolution 
in the sense of the majority of the German Central Committee (21 "rights", 7"lefts"), 
This resolution bears Trotsky's signature! 

Only in the summer of 1924, did Trotsky begin to accuse first Zinoviev, then 
the German CC» and later Stalin too, of "betrayal" of the German revolution. 
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In Trotsky's criticism of 1923* there is the same idealism which marks his 
other views. 

Hie German CC and its attitude was-compared by him with the attitude of 
Zinoviev and Kameneff in October* 1917* who as is well known* fought against the 
insurrection which Lenin described as urgent. As far back as April* 1917, when 
the majority of the CC came out in favor of supporting the war and for uni*y neg¬ 
otiations with the Mensheviks, Lenin was able to paralyze the vacillating position 
of many leading functionaries only by supporting himself on the revolutionary will 
of the lower party cadres against the opportunism of the CO. He did the same in 
October, against the vacillating positiou of many leading functionaries. Had 
there been no Lonin, thinks Trotsky, the line of Kameneff and Zinoviev would have 
been carried through and victory would have become impossible in spite of the most 
favorable objective situation. In Germany, in 1923, the leaders of the party 
played the role of Zinoviov—Kameneff} there wad no Lenin, and that is how the 
defeat took place. 

Uiis whole conception is thoroughly false. 

On the relation of party and spontaneity, we once formulated the following 
general statementi "spontaneity without a party has no direction} a party without 
spontaneity has no effectiveness". 

A disintegration of the existing social order, e stormy revolutionary urge 
among the masses can (and in the absence of a revolutionary leadership must) go up 
in smoke - but this situation will be expressed in deeds, in undirected mass 
action. It is not possible for a leadorahip to choke off a historical process at 
the last moment when tremendous and increasing social explosions are under way. 

If Kameneff and Zinoviev had won, perhaps the revolution would have bled to death, 
perhaps it would have become a tremendously enhanced repetition of the July days 
of 1917. But the explosion could not have been stopped. 

In this connection we cannot deal with the problem of the great difference 
between, an essentially bourgeois revolution such as the Russian revolution was in 
its beginnings,and a proletarian one which takes place in a highly developed 
country. But that is not necessary in order to realize the entire falsity of 
Trotsky's argumentation. 

When in Gernnny, the CC of the CPG in its entirety, decided to drop the 
already announced insurrection, nothing happened, absolutely nothingV The masses 
remained quiet and where the party.called on them, as in Hamburg, there the test 
was made. (We must emphasize the fact that the Hamburg fighters thought for a day 
and a half that the fight was going on in the whole Reichl) 


******************************************************************************** 
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Is a better and more convincing proof possible? Is it not clear that the 
German situation of October, 1923 cannot be compared with the Russian in October, 
1917? Finally, is it not clear that the view that a few people could prevent 
the outbreak of great social explosions by a wrong decision overestimates the sig¬ 
nificance of these people of the CC» the so-called "subjective factor", as much as 
it underestimates the role of the objective factor? But just this is idealistic 
subjectivisml 

Our comrade Schwab who has been so strongly attacked by Trotsky has, it is 
time, always assumed his part of the responsibilities for the year 1923, although 
he could prove that he carried on an opposition in plenty of time within the then 
CC of the GPG against serious mistakes, and although he is of the opinion that tiie 
fundamental mistake of 1923 consisted in the fact that the CC of the CPG was all too 
subservient to the directives from Moscow. 

In the interests of historical truth, it must be added that of the leading 
personalities in Moscow no one was so mistaken in the estimation of the German 
situation as precisely, Trotsky. His characteristic piece of advice, "you do 
not have to worry now about policies, the enemy will make them for you", was unfort¬ 
unately, followed. But later on, this proved to be the worst mistake. 

THE ANGLORUSSIAN COMMITTEE? ! Thi3 Committee was created in 1925. For the 
leaders of the Russian trade unions, its importance consisted in the fact that their 
partners in this agreement, certain English trade union leaders, contrary to the 
majority of the reformist trade union leaders of other countries, declared them¬ 
selves in favor of unity with the Russian trade unions. Although the English 
trade union leaders, naturally, Remained reformists, in and of itself there was nd 
objection to a committee to further the creation of international trade union unity. 
The campaign for international trade union unity took bn a tremendous apsv/ing and 
contributed to an extraordinary strengthening of the opposition within tho reform¬ 
ist trade unions. But suddenly, for internal Russian factional reasons, a turn 
took place in Moscow against unity. . The Anglo-Russion Committee which thereupon 
lost its meaning was, howover, converted into a political bloc with the reformist 
English trade union leaders. Tho English reformists set great value upon this 
bloc with the Russians which committee! them to nothing, but considerably hampered 
the struggle of the English communists;, for the groat prestige of the Prussian rev¬ 
olution helped those reformists to carry on unhindered their own reform!si policy 
(choking off tho general strike of 1926). 

When Trotsky compares the IAG with the Anglo-Russian committee and accuses 
the SAP of playing today the same role as the Soviet Russian trade unions of 1926, 
he only shows of what ridiculous mistakes even great men are capable. 

THE CHINESE REVOLUTIONl One of thei^iecisive attacks of Trotsky against the 
Cl consists of the fact that it dissolved the CP of China and transferred it into 
the bourgeois Kuomintang of Chiang-Kai-Shek, thus totally disarming it. This re¬ 
proach is thoroughly correct* And the SAP' ht;3 never suoported such a policy. 

But - the strongest section of tho Trotskyists at present, that in Chile, although 
it naturally swears by the 4th International, carries cut a policy which oeeac 
g;i<.vously similar to that of the CP of China. In fact, it has offered merger 
in*, a unified party not only to the Sociaa.-Domooravp, but also - to the bourgeois 
radicalsl 

The Chilean TTotskyites formed a pari lamentary bloc in October, 1934, with 
the Social-Democrats, tho bourgeois demnerots and the radical socialists fer the 
protection of democratic liberties. The organ t f the Trotskyitee, "Izquierda", 
represents the bloc as a permanent one, anc. on January 2, 3 935, writes- ''the bloc 
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will be carried on further even in the sharpest proletarian struggles, even in 
strikes and insurrection". On December 12, 1934, the same paper states that by 
coning struggles against the bosses "the foundation will be laid for the new party, 
because 7/e will have shown clearly the enormous advantages of the united front 
of the class". 


THE BUREAU FOR REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALIST UNITY (formerly IAG) 

Ihe IAG arose at a time when the SAP was controlled by Seydowitz and Rosenfeld. 
Apart from the SAP, there belonged to it the OSP of Holland, the IIP of England, the 
NAP of Norway and the ILP of Poland. 

From the very beginning, there was the greatest heterogeneity among the diff¬ 
erent parties. They were connected only by the fact that they all sb ood outside - 
of the two existing Internationals. 

For the new leadership of the SAP, the question arose whether to maintain 
these connections or break them off. From breaking off rolations it could expect 
nothing; but from strengthening them, it hoped to contribute to the clarification 
of the other parties, to the broadening out and strengthening of the IAG, and to 
make it a center for the international regeneration of the labor movement. It 
therefore decided in favor of remaining in the IAG, and the International Secretar¬ 
iat of the Trotskyists, in its duscuasions with the SAP in May 1933 in Paris, de¬ 
clared its agreement with this line. To the explicit question, whether the IS 
demanded the immediate break of the IAG with the NAP, its representative answered 
in the negative. 

At the August conference of the same year, however, the Trotskyites already 
demanded the execution of their political line, whose purpose and effect was to 
make it impossible for the SAP to remain further in the IAG and to bring about the 
break-up of the latter. Hiey insisted that the SAP should vote against the 
resolution cited on page 8-9 which it had drawn up and handed in in June. 

In their opinion, this resolution had become reactionary because of the de¬ 
claration laid down by the OSP and RSP of Holland, the Trotskyites, and the SAP, 
in which these four groups declared themselves in favor of a new communist Inter¬ 
national. in answer to the point that in this resolution, except for one para¬ 
graph whose elimination the SAP had already moved, nothing was contained which was 
open to criticism from a communist standpoint and that moreover, this resolution 
had been rejected by the plenum of the ILP because of its "Trotskyism content", 
the Trotskyists declared that all this was true enough but that one must not vote 
even for the best of resolutions together with the NAP . 

In the effort to bring about a joint position by the four parties which had 
put their signatures to a joint statement, the SAF proposed to abstain from voting, 
and give its reasons. After negotiations lasting for hours, this proposal was 
refused by the Trotskyists although it was known to them that comrade F.J.Schmidt 
as representative of the OSP had stated in writing that the OSP would withdraw from 
the Declaration of Four if the SAF would vote against the resolution brought in by 
the Bureau (to which the SAP belonged). 

Since it was not possible to come to an understanding with the Trotskyists, 
the SAP and the OSP finally voted for the resolution, the Trotskyites against it. 

Thas arose the first serious difference. At first we still assumed that LT 
(Leon Trotsky) was not in agreement with the stupid position of the Left Opposition 
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delegation. This was a false assumption. Therefore the differences had to be¬ 
come even sharper later on, and it soon appeared that a real collaboration was 
impossible. 

In order to make clear the ideas which guided our party within the IAG and 
at the same time its position toward the NAP, we quote below the answer of the Paris 
branch of the SAP to the theses of the LO< This resolution of ours dates from 
November 1933. It states with regard to the attacks which the LO directed against 
us because of our position toward the NAP* "...the NAP is the only party of the 
Norwegian workers! alongside of it the Communist Party is an insignificant ■>«vt. 

Among the Norwegian workers there is not only a strong desire for unity but also a 
striving for revolutionary policy which manifested itself in the last few years in 
great strike struggles and prevented the NAP from joining the 2nd International. 
Accordingly, our policy must aim to strengthen those forces within the NAP which 
are endeavoring to transform the NAP into a revolutionary party.... 

"The SAP is for a number of reasons not in a position to exercise a sufficient¬ 
ly strong influence on the NAP. That would be first of all the task of the IAG. 

But in considering the latter, one must take into account that at the beginning it 
was neither able nor willing to exercise the corresponding influence on the NAP. 

This possibility first began to develop when the nature of the IAG changed with the 
revolutionary transformation of the SAP, the corresponding developments in the QSP 
and the left development in the ILP. But even in, its present condition, the IAG 
is effective only to a very limited extent. If the LO were to join the IAG, if 
the Independent Communists of Sweden and the Mot Dag group were to belong to it, 
and both of them are in all probability prepared for this step, then the Conmunist 
wing would obtain the supremacy within the IAG. Thereby, a) a decisive influence 
in the direction of the 4th International would be brought to bear within the ILP 
and the Independent Communists of Sweden) b) the basis of the future 4th Internat¬ 
ional would be broadened) c) the prestige of the IAG would be strengthened) d) the 
possibilities of influence upon the Norwegian workers in a revolutionary sense 
would be greatly enhanced. 

"The refusal of the LO up to now to participate in the IAG arose from a sect¬ 
arian tendency, a fear of compromising itself before any opponents whatever, and 
led to serious tactical mistakes..." 

In connection with the rosolution at the conference of August, 1933, which 
wras attacked by the LO, we saidi "It is evidence of a false, subjective approach to 
designate an opinion as reactionary when it is not upon the same high level as the 
insight of the vanguard. The declarations of groups are to be estimated in ac¬ 
cordance with the process of their development and with an eye to the consciousness 
of the mass of the proletariat. From both these points of view, the resolution 
is a positive step. The vanguard cannot take away from the masses their exper¬ 
ience. It must neither pose ultimatums, "all or nothing", nor march so far ahead 
of the masses that it loses contact with them. In this case it was enough that 
the vanguard should mark itself off from whet is directly false in the resolution, 
which was done, and set up a further milestone in the form of a resolution of its own. 

"It is also an expression of the same fatal approach to declare that one ought 
not to vote together with the NAF even for tho best document for the regeneration 
of the labor movement. Apart from the fact that no one can stop the NAP from 
voting for anything it want to, one can, if the NAP leadership in its practice 
comes into contradiction with its declarations, utilize this contradiction in the 
interests of the revolutionary development of the workers who are striving toward 
the left. 
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"Moreover, if on© considers open support of the OSP for the new Internationa] 
as progressive, one must also estimate the moans which lead to this result a? pro¬ 
gressive too* That is why we call your attention again to the fact that t,l.a 
loader of the OSP announced the withdrawal of his signature from chis doaum^nt if 
the SAP were to vote against the resolution of the whole... •" 

In answer to the statement that the connection with the NAP was compromising 
the idea of the new International, we declared! "Our enemies will always slander 
us whatever we may do. Even the LO, as is well-known, was attacked for its part¬ 
icipation in the Paris conference jointly with the PUP (Party of Proletarian Unif¬ 
ication of France), Steinberg and Co. The only thing important is that we should 
do only what we can support on the basis of our principles, that at the same time, 
we shou'd not compromise ourselves before the masses of workers , and so drive the 
revolutionary development forward not only in theory but in reality. The more 
we succeed in showing.that it was reformism and Stalinism which brought the prolet¬ 
ariat into its miserable condition of impotence and splits, the more we give our 
efforts the character of gathering forces on the platform of the revolutionary 
class.struggle and the less we give it the character of another split, so much the 
less will we compromise ourselves in the eyes of the masses who are filled with a 
desire for unity, so much the better will : . the revolutionary development be driv¬ 
en forward•••• * 

Not to split but to win over . On this point wo said, "it is clear that the 
left wing in the NAP can come forward only under the banner of winning over the 
party. Not only that if it came forward in any other manner it would never T 39 
able to v/in the workers fulfilled with the will to unity, but that is also the only 
way in which the reformists car. be burdened with the blame for splitting. 

"We have never reproached the LO for posing the problem organizationally and 
not politically! what we reproach it with is that is puts before the mass of left¬ 
ward developing Norwegian workers, the question of split, not a3 the result of a 
decisive revolutionary policy, but in the very beginning as an aim and principle. 

To them, this result is not yet known, is nou conscious, but it is to be expected 
as the organizational result of historical experience. Since the LO, without 
regard to the moods of the workers, wants to put at the beginning what can come 
only as a result, and then only because the centrists and reformists will not per¬ 
mit the lefts to win over the majority, it endangers the whole development. Uiat 
is what we mean, and we are surprised that the LO could have so misunderstood it.." 

Fro® these quotations any reader can easily see how distorted and untrue the 
Trotskyist criticism of us is. But we will not permit the Trotskyists to hand 
out their sophistry without contradiction. 


* *********** ** ********** ****** ****** sic****'* *** ******* ** ********************* ***** 
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In the meantime, the NAP has lost interest in the IAG, but other groups have 
joined it* the Red Front of Austria, the Socialist party of Sweden, the Iberian 
Communist Federation of Spain, the Doriot group of Franco* The ideological hom¬ 
ogeneity has risen compared with 1933* Frankly, only in -words. But are not 
statements in favor of the 4th International also decimations in words? Is it 
not better, instead of a declamatory break which will have no meaning for the other 
organizations, in view of the loose connection of the IAG, to work to make these 
connections tighter, so as to be able to insist that words become deeds? Is it 
not better to create a closer connection in order to contribute to greater clarity 
by broader discussions which will include even the circle of functionaries of the 
various parties? 

iBut not Trotsky wonts these parties to be given a quick exit, in order to 
go with the part that is "little but perfect" and swears by the 4th International. 
But we could not expect much influence on tho real development if, a3 the Trotsky- 
ite3 demanded at the conference of August, 1933, we had separated ourselves by our 
behavior from the OSF and the other parties in order to remain alone with him. 

Even today we cannot expect .anything from such a policy. 

It is true, our own forces are very weak, as Trotsky "loyally" forgetsj the 
small number of the s\P oaigros, their enormously difficult material and civil 
situation constitute serious objective difficulties. 

It is true, the present composition of the IAG is not eternal* perhaps many 
will go and others come. 

It is true, and most important, that the IAG <*cn play a role only if it is 
really doing work, only if it maintains a continual contact and a constant comradely 
discussion among the organizations, only if it constantly takes a position on the 
most important questions of the international development, if it gains through its 
work a minimum of agreement on principle, and if it endeavors to broaden its in¬ 
fluence. If and how it does all this, will decide its fate. 

PEACE ACTION . Together with the IAG in general, Trotsky attacks our 
work within it, The Trotskyitee turn their main firo against the peace resol¬ 
ution proposed by tho SAP in tho conference of February 1935 with representatives 
of the lefts in the 2nd International. They do not spare historical parallels 
and quotations from Lenin* Only one thing is not donei the analysis of the 
real situation. 

What are tho most important arguments directed against our proposal? 

1) Slogans such as "disarmament" and "peace" ronder the proletariat impotent 
and cultivate pacifist illusions. 

2) Hie demand for disarmament ree*r.i>les the reformist demands addressed to 
the bourgeois•state for dissolution of the fascist bands. 

3) What is proposed is only a new edition of the Stalinist "Amsterdam- 
Fleyel" committees, parades with the petty bourgeoisie, etc. 

Before we examine these arguments for their soundness, let us first set down 
the fact that this impression obviously did not arise among the other participants 
in the conference, and that even the DutchRSAP made no objections to our proposal. 

The sense of tho proposed resolution becomes quite clear if understood inthe 
spirit of another document prepared by the SAP and laid before the conference, 
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"Theses for Revolutionary Social Policy" (Neue Front, Numbers 4-5>), as an applic¬ 
ation of tho theses contained there# In this document which the Trotskyites 
"forget", but which attempts to show concrete ways for the regeneration of the labor 
movement and the new International, we say among other thingsj "In the demands which 
we set up we must see to it, first of all, that the struggle for them must be of 
such a nature as will bring the masses into movement and organize them Tho 

individual slogans must be tied up directly with the living necessities and demands 
of the layers of the people that are suffering under capitalism"* We say further, 
"Unclear and utopian as the demands of various layers of the people in a given sit¬ 
uation may be, nevertheless it is necessary to tie up to them or even take them ovey, 
insofar as revolution®* y political results can be achieved thereby"* 

As organs of struggle, the "People's Militia" are specifically named* One 
example to show how true are the accusations of Trotskyism that we are for the dis¬ 
armament of the proletariat! 

Now it is beyond a doubt that the desire for peace is deeply anchored in the 
hearts of millions* It is equally beyond a doubt that war cannot be uprooted 
without the overthrow of capitalism and that capitalism can be overthrown only by 
revolution* It is also beyond a doubt that the pacifism of broad masses of the 
people is utopian* Therefore, we say clearly and definitely at the close of our 
peace resolution (NF No*6), which the Trotskyites "forget" to mention, "The support¬ 
ers of this resolution in endeavoring to utilize the desire for peace that lives in 
millions and millions of people as a lever to set loose a worldwide anti-war move¬ 
ment supported by the masses of people of all countries, are fully aware of the fact 
that the struggle for disarmament is directed a&ainst an instrument of capitalist 
robber policy which is necessary for its life, and therefore against the capitalist 
system itself* On the other hand, they are also clear as to the fact that many 
millions who would be prepared to take par$ in international action for peace have 
not yet understood this connection, and that they will realize only in the course 
of the action, on the basis of the experience which they go through in it, that the 
overthrow of capitalism and the realization of socialism will create the pre-requi¬ 
sites for assuring peace and smashing the machinery of war"* 

As can be seen, it is not a question of a parliamentary demand put before the 
governments, but of the development of mass action which, tying up to the desires 
of the masses must have revolutionary consequences. That precisely for this 
reason, this has nothing to do with the "Amsterdam-Pleyel" parades of Muenzenberg - 
does this still have to be explained? 

Mass illusions cannot be removed with abstract words, scoldings, theories, 
as the idealists think, but only by action, in which the masses through their own 
experience themselves realize that these are illusions, and thus advance under the 
leadership of the revolutionary vanguard to higher stages of consciousness and 
struggle. Trotsky's criticism resembles to a T all the arguments of all the ideal¬ 
istic sectarians against transitional slogans, which allegedly also create illusions 

- arguments which are naturally also bedecked with the requisite quotations from 
authorities* To turn away from these illusions which, once and for all, do exist, 
andmnutter words of irritation, instead of utilizing such of them as bear revolut¬ 
ionary consequences, to call out abstract fetishes (4th International) to the masses 

- precisely this is the essence of sectarian‘idealisml But we think that throigh 
concrete examples, proposals that are understood by the masses, the setting loose of 
actions which tie up to their immediate concerns and needs, one can come sooner to 
the new International than through verbose manifestos "to the proletarians of both 
hemispheres" i 
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Finally, vc do not want to conceal from tho render tho fact that precisely 
in this manifesto in favor of the 4th International addressed "To the Proletarians 
of Both Hemispheres" (Uhser 'fort* March 1934) ono of the central slogans printed 
in bold typo at the end of tho appeal is t 

"\ G1INST V&i FOR rS-iOB \ND THB REC ON OIL I iTION OF THE nCOTLBSl " 

Think of it - "for peace and the reconciliation of the pooples"ll 

That is how the method and tho loyalty of Trotskyist criticism looks on this 
field tool 


NE7 ZIMMER7UJ) » The Trotskyists in "drawing up thoir principle accounts" with 
us also direct thoir criticism by tho way against this idea too* Their roasons 
can easily bo found thoro* Hore aro counter-reasons in briefr 

Few are ready today to go the road of tho 4th International* .1 greater num¬ 
ber of workers i6 prepared to come out against civil peace in the next war. Many 
of thorn will fall away later, people tell us. That may be* But that does not 
change tho task of making an effort even today to assemble these forces. If I put 
forward a slogan "4th International", few will come, and even among these few, ex¬ 
perience has 6hovm, there will be many who will desert. But if I gather together 
first of all, all those who are prepared to struggle for the proletarian revolution 
and against civil peace, I will include much broader circles on this basis, and will 
have taken a practical step for the genuine regeneration of the international labor 
movement* »t such a conference, there will be represented at first, tendencies of 
the most different kinds. Their composition will bo oven loss homogeneous than 
that of the conferences of the International Bureau* At such a conference wo must 
expect tho participation of radical pacifists, centrists of all kinds, syndicalists 
and anarchists. The supporters of tho now International will mako proposals, will 
in no way "concoal" their principles, will concretize thoir principles in proposals 
for action,'will represent a now "Zimaorwald Loft". Tho more clear and consistent 
this left will be, the more it understands how to make itself tho motor of tho whole 
movement by its work and its proposals, tho more effectively it will also work for 
tho new International. Isn't this clear? 

"The Bolsheviks do not need to donnect themselves with centrist leaders", says 
the section directed against Zimaerwald. 

’Thothor they need it, we do not know. But - they do itt For, behold and 
wonder, in Faris the followers of Trotsky have just joined with syndicalists (Monatte), 
centrists (Loft SFIO and Doriot) to create a joint committee in Juno 1935, '«hich is 
preparing a national conference of all who take f • position against civil peace, first 
on a national, lator on an international scale. 


The "Bolshevik-Lcninists" love of truth is badly off, very badly off. Badly 
off, too, ie th-t saying which Trotsky holds so dear, "Speak out that which is"l 

V V*** S***!^;*;,!* W ***:,;* ***** ****** *** V ****** * V a- ******J**V* ;*«¥*; ****** *** *****¥**>,. ****** * 
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THE YOUTH BUREAU (De KADT CLIQUE AND THE TRUTH) 

("The Stockholm Youth Bureau was created with fictitious quantities; the mirage 
of the V/IF and the little De Kadt clique which "represented" the OSF. The 
SAT came together with the shadow of the NAT and the very real petty bourgeois 
philistine De Kadt (against the Bolsheviks any alliance is good), in order 
to get the leadership of the Stockholm Youth Bureau into its hands".) 

The International Youth Conference called in February 1934 by the Dutch SJV 
(Socialist Youth League), adopted a political resolution proposed by the German SJV 
unanimously, after a fairly long debate, and on the basis of this resolution decided 
to found the International Youth Bureau. A representative each of the German and 
of the Swedish Leagues, and of the Trotskyist Youth were elected unanimously to the 
Secretariat. The NAT Youth was represented at the conference it is true, but did 
not take part in the decisions, for whioh reason the German SJV could not verywell 
have "come together" with it. The Dutch SJV was represented not by DeKadt but by 
Molenaar, then chairman of the Dutch League and today member of the party executive 
of the RSAP. Obviously, he is counted as belonging to the "De Kadt Clique". 

is far as De Kadt himself is concerned, he was at that time, the chairman of 
the Dutch party while Schmidt was in prison* (Sections of the "Declaration of Four" 
come from the pen of this "philistine"IV) In his character as representative of 

the DSP, he was in negotiations with the SAT, but when he left the party after the 
struggles in Amsterdam, the S'jT did not hesitate to separate itself from him openly 
and sharply. But Trotsky too, negotiated with De Kadt and wrote him extraordinarily 
amiable letters, while he later repeatedly attacked the whole OS? and its leadership 
as "centrist". (See "Centrism and the 4th International above). 

The "loyal" maneuver of the Trotskyists consists simply in ensnaring the mem¬ 
bers of the Dutch party by lies and inciting them against the SAT. Ho must think 
these members are vory short of memory and stupid to boott 

But the Youth Bureau was created without any intervention by De Kadt. After 
it was brought into existence, the members of ttie Secretariat agreed to execute only 
the unanimous decisions of the Secretariat. This was also done, and therefore it 
is impossible to conjure away the fact that the representative of the Trotskyists in 
the Secretariat is fully and completely co-rosponsible for its work and its public¬ 
ations. But that does not prevent the writer of the pamphlet from declaring that 
the SVi plays a ruinous role in this activity, while the French Trotskyists in a 
letter of May 14, 1935, write i "the whole work of the Bureau is directed against 
the ideas of the majority of the organizations which belong to it". 

Measured by its possibilities, the Youth Bureau has done fruitful work. It 
has brought together a number of independent youth organizations, has made connections 
with certain circles in the Socialist Youth International, issued a regular Internat¬ 
ional Bulletin. But if the Trotskyites had boon but little friendly to the Bureau 
even before, as wo know from letters of Trotsky which he wrote on this question, with 
regard to the Youth Conference at Lille in 1934*tho opon attadke began only in the 
spring of 1935. Brandt, the SJV representative in the Bureau was accused of 
"betrayal" (see the letter of the Trotskyist Spartacus Youth of the USA). The be¬ 
trayal was allegedly committed at the conference of the International Bureau for 
Revolutionary Socialist Unity , when comrado Brandt took a position against Snoevliot. 
Ho is also supposed to have spoken against the new International. In point of fact, 
Brandt declared in the narao of the Bureau that it is for the new International, and 
in the name of the Bureau also he voted for the Dutch resolution. On the other 
hand, in his character as functionary of the 3 AT, ho represented its standpoint. 
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!hcn tho Youth Bureau demanded tho foundation of n sub-bureau in Paris for the 
Latin countries, tho representative of tho 5JV - a political cmigrel tried in vain 
for v/ooks to got tho young Trotskyists horo to do work. Ho did not sucoed. Only 
in March 1935, was such work undertaken and finally, tho first issuo of tho French 
Youth Bulletin appeared* In discussing the articles, the Trotskyists woro represent 
ed by a woman comrade with little experience in international matters, who gave her 
agrooaont to an article written by one of our comrades* Fourteen days of tor the 
Bulletin was finishod and copies wore in possession of tho Trotskyists (so that they 
had had two weeks' time to protest)* there appeared in tho French Trotskyists' paper, 
"Vorito", an article in which tho information was given, first that SAP omigros were 
taking part in tho work of tho Fronch Youth Bureau (which is a police denunciation 
of the vilest kindl), second, that tho SI! had falsified tho loading article, and 
third, that the slogan contained therein, for revolutionary parties of unity, was 
illusawiiary and confusing (but the Trotskyitos had corao out precisely for a revolut¬ 
ionary party of unity in their Declaration on entering the SFIOl), and that tho SAT 
was fighting against tho now International. Although a determined protest of the 
Parisian SJV comrados to tho Youth Bureau followed, in which particularly tho re¬ 
proach of falsification was throw back in their tooth on tho basis of facts, they 
neither printed any correction nor mado any statomont whatover* Lot tho roador now 
form his own opinion as to this ovont. 

But at the same time tho Trotskyists wore preparing tho splitting of the Youth 
3uroau organizationally too, by setting up a counter-secretariat. In this they arc 
only following the policy of tho former Trotskyite and sootari^h, Hblsbord* who broke 
With 'tho ..Youth Buroau bocauso in it the line of the Trotskyist "botrayors" of the 
idott of tho 4th International was dominating (Class Strugglo, June 1935)* 

OH THE HISTORY TOP STRUCTURE OF THE BOLSHEVK-LEN I NISTS . 

iftcr tho Trotskyists condomnod the SAP and the IAG and the plan for a now 
Zimmorwald, they showod tho revolutionists looking for a way out, tho slogan* tho 
4th International. And its nucleus consists of that homogonooue international or¬ 
ganization which already functions so brilliantly, "tho Communist-Internationalist- 
Bo lshovik-Leninists"* 

As far as the homogenoity of this intornational organization is concerned, it 
consists of tho more or loss platonic recognition of certain principles. The sharp 
criticism of the Cl policy in China (one of its most important principlos), never¬ 
theless does not provont tho strongest Trotskyist eoction, the Chilean, from carrying 
out a policy which repeats precisely tho docisivo mistakos of tho Cl. 'Vo have al- 
roady spokon of this Above. 

A/hilo tho French "Bolshovilc-Loninists" doclare thomsclvos for defeatism in the 
next war irrespective of the Franco-Russian alliance, tho ’/orkors Party of tho USA 
in its program, which was written and approved by tho Trotskyitos, accuses tho bour- 
gooisio of tho USA in tho case of war of botraying tho USSR} in othor words it de¬ 
clares that the workers of tho US must come out in favor of decisive struggle on tho 
side of the USSR and not for dofoatism. 

That there is no agreement betwoon Trotsky and Snocvliot in the estimation of 
the Soviet Union has been clear for a long time. In tho trado union question, tho 
differences betwoon thorn are still groator. 

That then is how the "homogenoity" looks. How docs the organization stand? 
"Tho short history of the work of the Leninists was at tho same time a history of in¬ 
ternal ideological strugglo", says tho document aimed against us. But among the 
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Trotskyists every ideological* as well as not-idcological, struggle means at the same 
time* split and expulsion. Of course, splits are often unavoidable, but th6 Yrotsky- 
ist development is unwholesome through and through. 


The Trotskyist organization exists since 1930. In these fivo years, apart 
from tho splits at birth (Paz, Urbahns, Van Overstraaten), and only in the main sec— 
tions (we do not want to make tho Trotskyist center fully responsible for the organ¬ 
izational conditions in China and South Africa) it went through no less than 27 
(twenty-scvon) s p lits . In order to make it easiGr to chock our statements, we will 
specify them by countries and by the peoplo who left each timei 


Belgium 1 

Bulgaria 1 

Germany 3 

England 2 

France 7 

Greece 1 

Italy 4 


Poland 1 
Russia 3 
Spain 2 
Czocho-olovakia 1 
USA 1 


(Vereokon) 

|lian off) 

(Landau, ’/ell, Bauer) 

(Groves, HTbor) 

(Rosmor, Trcint, Rimbert, Jewish 
Group, pradior, Lhuillior, Navillo) 
(Vitte - whereby the great majority 
of the strongest section was lost) 
(Bordigists, Giacomo, Santini, 

Blasco - Santini was expelled 
in March, 1934, for proposing to 
join tho 5FI0 and tho Sr of Italy. 
In July of tho same year, tho 
Trotskyists decided to go into 
tho SFIO) 

(Opponents of the French turn) 
(Radck, Preobrazhensky, Rakovsky) 
(Lacroix, Nin) 

(Friodmann) 

(Field) 


The worst part of it is what Trotsky himself had to admit as to a groat part of 
these crisos* "the formor life of tho League, almost from its vory foundation, represent 
od a scries of crises which did not rise once to tho lovol of principle, but which 
rather were distinguished by extreme bittomoos r/hich poisonod the atmosphoro of the 
organization and repelled serious workers". 

After almost every departure from him, Trotsky discovered fur-reaching deficien¬ 
cies in the departor, who had up to that time, been highly esteemed by himt whon P<anda' 
went in January, 1931, ho was plasterod with tho worst epithets in a long document, 
v/hilo in the spring of 1930, Trotsky had showered overwhelming praise on the samo 
Landau; whon 7c11, the leader of the German LO, recognized by Trotsky, left, he de¬ 
clared him, in an article in the "Permanent Revolution", to be a "fly*^y-night intell¬ 
ectual", and a "Jowish (l) p^tty-bourgeois"; whon Bauer, to whom Trotsky had confided 
the function of permanent International Secretary, as well as tho German organization, 
’.rent away, he became a "hysterical sectarian"* But the hysterical sectarians, tho 
fly-by-night intellectuals, tho thickheads, etc. had only just been the leaders of the 
"vanguard of the vanguard"* 


That it is not a quostion of processes on tho periphery is shown by the names 
as well as tho fact that almost regularly, each time the permanent secretary ofthe 
International Secretariat, nominally the highest functionary of tho international 
Trotskyists, after ono year's activity, is outside of their ranks (Rosmor, Mill, /ell, 
Vitto, Bauer). It is absolutely marvelous, tho courage with which, in view of such 
facts, the pamphlotoor dares to state that "the Bolshovik—Leninists aro the only or¬ 
ganization who have gone through a plannod development in recent years". 
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Frankly, we don’t like tho plan. 

'That about tho statomont that tho Trotskyists have alsogainod numerically? 

It is true the proof is often given by moans of data about tho Russian section, which 
in truth, organizationally, does not exist, and about tho forty b ranchos of tho Germar 
section, which allegedly includes hundrods of members. To do not want to spend time 

on these imaginative data. But how qre the objective figuros? Lot us compare tho 
figures of tho report which the IS prepared in Spring 1934, with an estimate as of 
1935 based on thorough knowledge of the factsi 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE IGL 



1934 

1935 

Germany 

1000 

200 

Holland 

1000 

at present outside 
ICL 

Franco 

160 

250 

Belgium 

100 

40 

Spain 

80 

10 

Greece 

200? 

100 

Poland 

200 

80 

Bulgaria 

12C 

120 

Engl and 

60 

40 

Switzerland 

20 

40 

Italy 

15 

1 

us; 

250 

at present outside 
ICL 

Canada 

100 

100 

’.rgontina 

60 

30 

Braz il 

40 

40 

Chile 

1000 

1000 

Cuba 

500 

500 

Mexico 

40 

30 


The membership has therefore declined compared with 1934. The decline is 
still groator comparod with 1932-1933. Then thero was a section in Grooco with over 
2000 members. There was also a strong section in South \frica. 

The roasons for this unhealthy development arc to bo sought, along with the 
mistaken Trotskyito policies, above all, in the internal organizational methods. On 
paper, the Trotskyitcs stemd for full internal democracy. But in reality, it is the 
‘'chief” who decides everything. Thoy do not try to deny the overwhelming influence 
of this one person, but they explain this fact by tho natural superiority of Trotsky, 
which is supposed to get its way v/ithout any mechanical or bureaucratic means. But 
that is not quite sot apart from the fact that oven money questions are not without 
importance in certain sections, the fact is that tho whole organization is essentially 
held togothor by tho cult of tho personality of Trotsky. It is therefore no wonder 
that this organization numbers very few shopworkers as permanent members among its 
ranks, and is composed above all of young intellectuals and other young people v/ith¬ 
out experience in tho class strugglo. This condition is felt to bo quite normal 
and was oxprossly welcomed in the following words* "wo havo far too many older com¬ 
rades who have already gone through many experiences and disappointments. That is 
very good, but it is also bad. To must try to replace them by very young workers, 
by boys from 16 to 20 years”. So Trotsky wrote in March, 1934. 
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In order to complete tho picture, let us add a few examples of mechanical in¬ 
tervention into the "democratic decisions", which thoy would liko to get rid of as 
"gossip" because thoy '".re very inconvenient* but which lose none of their force as 
evidence thereby. 

1) ohon political differences of opinion arise, tho legal leaderships, insofar 
as they arc in the majority against the Chiof, are robbed of their papers ("Verite" 

-nd M Unsor fort" 1934) while opposition documents are prevented from reaching the 
organization. 

2) This "model 1 * o rgan ization, in tho fiv e yea rs its oxistenco, has n^ v er had 
a regu lar in tcrna t ioh aJ coafcr cnc. attende d by ej ecte d d elegate e. Such a conference 
is always refused by the leadership as unnecessary. Ihe leading body consists of 

a group composed of the delegates of seven sections, which however, only meets to 
sanction orders of the Chief v/hich have already been executed. \u to the method of 
voting, it is characteristic that the representative of the Italian section consisting 
of one member has one vote just like the representative of a large section, because 
and so long as, he is for the '‘line". 

3) The leadership, the IS, ia in general not electod but uppeinted. Out of 
six serctariatc, only two wore elected (the first and the third) , only one (the third) 
died a natural death. In the presen t IS, on"vpore.on is a main collabo ra tor and 

theore ti cian who came in by the wi3h of tho_ Oh*of, jaltha^ph^ the accep tance of the 
perso n i n question h as been refuse d by hi3 own sect ion for tho ruot yoar ._ (The per- 
son in question, liko Ruth Fischer, who likewise came into the international leader¬ 
ship "by desire from above 5 ' had already tested his destructive talents in the Gcr man 
labor movement). 

It>is not surprising that in this way, with the lack of any serious democratic 
control wand the abscencc of tested, experienced and deep-rooted cadres, adventuristic 
elements can arrive at leading roles in'the organization. .11 that they have to do 
is to pay tribute to the fetish-of the moment, c.g., a.t the present moment, the 4th 
International. Instead of spreading lies about the SAF and its relations to Spa-ak, 
Zyroraski, Miles etc., the pamphleteer would have done better to think over such flowers 
of his orgahizatian like Mill, Landau, Lacroix, and above all, ifrr ia Reese . The 
latter ease is particularly typical. Only because this woman, who is devoid of any 
knowledge and of any political level, declared herself in a pitiful document for Trotsky 
and against the Comintern bureaucracy, Trot3ky demanded that this letter must be "trans¬ 
lated; into all languages" (literally, in "Unscr ■fort") and accepted this woman, who in 
the meantime has gone over to Hitler, into the "vanguard of the vanguard". And the 
same LT accuses the Si? of having compromised the idea of the now International by sign¬ 
ing joint resolutions with the NAF. 

This organizational system has led to a political and theoretical sterility 
among the entire fallowing of the Chief, and on the other hand, to an unlimited over- 
ostimation of themselves. Thoy assume that even every long*known Communist principle 
’was "picked up" from them, and that every political step was determined by their crit¬ 
icism or, as tho caso may be, made because of the mass pressure which they produced*. 
Tbis regime inevitably results in disintegration, and has as a result that all the 
suoccsscs of the Trotskyists, which at tiraos have been considerable, again dissolve 
into nothingness. The homogeneity of this regime, according to the opinion of an 
expert, is expressed by the fact that thoy arc all beaten with the same stick. 
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EPILOGUE 


The origin of the foregoing pngoe by no means lios in any feelings of faction-, 
bitterness and desire to be proved right at all costs. They arose because a dis¬ 

cussion with the quarrclsomo sectarianism of Trotsky has become an unavoidable nec¬ 
essity. 


7c do not believe that we ourselves arc in possession of complete and final 
truth. . Y/o know our own deficiencies too* 7c not only recognize fruitful and 
positive criticism, but we actually welcome it. 

A* far as Trotsky personally is concerned, our fcolings have always been only 
those of respect and comradeship, oven whon we diffored with him in the estimation 
of individual questions, and although we oould bring but little confidence to quito 
a number of his followers. 

Vftcr the victory of Hitler, when the Trotskyites declared themselves for a 
new party in Gormany and a Now International, and expressed some self-criticism of 
their own past, we considered it possible that the Trotskyites might overcome their 
faults which were we ll-knoxvn to up, and that after a process of clarification, an 
organic merger could be carried out. In 6pito of many warnings on the part of many 
who h-d already had their experiences with the Trotskyists, we made a serious and 
honest attempt in this direction. The attempt has failed thoroughly* and as we 
believe, once and for all. The same bitter experiences which many others have made 
before us, have not been spared to us, although, thanks to the caution which we have 
exercised, fortunately without the Sir suffering thereby. 

It goes without saying that we arc always prepared to stand shoulder to shoul¬ 
der with the Trotskyists in the struggle for individual concrete tasks, but we must 
refuse not only any merger, but also any other kind of organizational connection with 
them. 7e consider ourselves bound to warn all sincere revolutionist s and all rev¬ 
olutionary organizations which arc looking for a way out, against the destructive 
talents of Trotskyism, in the interests of the rebirth of the proletarian movement.- 

SUTTLEMENT 

Draft of an appeal of the SAP to the International bureau for Revolutionary 
Socialist Unity, handed in on May 2, 1935. 

"TO THE REVOLUTION ARY 70RKERS OF »LL C OUNTRIES'. 

"70RKERS, COMRADES! The Soviet Union has concluded a military alliance with 
capitalist France. «In this connection a communique was agreed upon in Moscow be¬ 
tween the Soviet Government and the French Foreign Minister, Laval, which saysi 

'In consideration of this, Stalin understands and approves the pol¬ 
icies of national defence carried out by France, which aim to bring 
its armed force into accord with its security*. 

"This policy of the Soviet Government, and the declaration of Stalin, the 
actual leader of the Comintern, compels the revolutionary working class of the whole 
world to think seriously. 7c,i as independent revolutionists, conscious of our 
responsibilities, have to state with regard to these two facts the following! 

"The Soviet Union finds itself in a very serious situation. It is threat cred 
on two sides by imperialist states, by Japan and by Hitler - Germany and their event- 


ual allies. In those countries and in the most important of the others there arc 
at the present time (not least through the fault of many years of Comintern policies) 
no strong Communist parties which would bo the natural allies of the Soviet Union. 

The country of socialist construction needs and wants poaco# Thus the Soviet Union 
is compelled to conclude an allianco with capitalist statos. 

’’Insofar as this allianco diminishes the acute dangor of war and utilizes the 
contradictions among capitalist statos, wo would have to approve it. But the de¬ 
claration of Stalin goes far beyond that. The revolutionary working class cannot 
and must not follow Stalin when ho expressly approves tho armamont of a bourgeois 
government. This declaration strengthens the position of tho bourgeoisie of France 
and of all other States. It is joyfully quoted by the reactionary pros® of tho 
entire world, not least by that of Hitlor Germany, and is well exploited by thorn. 

It confuses and demoralizes tho sections of tho Comintorn and beyond them the ranks 
of the revolutionary workers,and weakens most seriously the fighting power of the 
Communists. 

"But who guarantees to Stalin that the weapons which today being forged by 
capitalist Franco with his blessing will not turn against Socialism tomorrow, when 
it comes to a life and death struggle between capitalism and socialism, whether 
against tho French proletariat or against tho Soviet Union? No one can givo such 
a guarantee. That is why it is intolerable that tho lcador of tho Comintorn should 
expressly approve those armaments and thereby call upon the Communists of Franco 
(and correspondingly tho Communists of other countries allied with the Soviet Union) 
to quit their determined struggle against this capitalist armament. In this way the 
struggle against tho capitalist class State and against the bourgeois governments is 
naturally seriously crippled. Thereby the forces of all those are woakenod who 
olono could bo tho real protectors of a poripanent peace and of the Soviet Union. 

’’This must show to broad masses what a disaster it is when the revolutionary 
labor movement of tho ontiro world is thus bound to tho opportunist necessities of 
Soviet Russian foroign policy. Now tho French C? is to be sacrificed just as yes¬ 
terday tho C? of Germany woo sacrificed. Already wo have a statement from the Cl 
of Czecho-Slovakia that it is no longor opposed in principle to the armament of tho 
OS republic. Dthcr soctions will follow, as soon as tho government of the countries 
concerned have concluded treaties 'with tho Soviet Union. This is not only a blow 
against the intorcsts of the world proletariat, but also contradicts the interests 
of tho Soviet Union itself,if well understood. Only independent Communist parties , 
united in an independent Communist International can lead tho world proletariat to 
victory and at the same time be tho only reliable allies of th 0 Soviet Union. 

"For the revolutionary working class, for every phase of its policy, it is of 
decisive importance to recognize that tho highest security for tho Soviet Union con¬ 
sists of the revolutionary capture of power in the capitalist countries. Therefore- 
- undiminishod struggle against one’s "own bourgeoisie", therefore no support of the 
armamont policies of capitalist governments, even among the powers that .are allied 
with Russia. For this armamont for war is ii the same time strengthening the power 
of tho bourgeoisie against tho proletariat. Therefore there must be no policy of 
civil peace. \ir whole activity now and in time of war must be decided by the will 
to conquer political power. *»ny other policy would mean tho enormous strengthening 
of the capitalist dictatorship and a correspond ing dangor for Soviet Russia. 

"Squally fatal is the policy of coalitions and civil poaco which will surely 
be carried on by all parties of the 2nd International on nationalist grounds and after 
the outbreak of war. 


r 


- 33 - 

"Thero arc thousands in all countries \tfio rccognizo the enormous danger .of this 
dovolopmont and want to opposo it effectively# But thoy arc isolated from each other 
and their forces arc scafiterod, vshilo in this international quostion they must proceed 
internationally# 

“It is the highost time that in all countries and internationally those elements 
should join togethor who want poworful independent revolutionary parties, who are op¬ 
posed to any policy of civil peace, but aro at the same time the most loyal allies of 
tho Soviet Union# A now ♦Zimmorwald* must bring these forces together and join them 
into one boforo it is~oo lato, boforo a now 'world conflagration has 'pxlly lod a dis- 
oriontatod labor movement into tho camp of the bourgeoisie, partly smashed it into at oms 

"Our call goos out to all who rccognizo tho situation and tho urgent t asks of 
the day* Get into contact with oach other and with us, unite your efforts to savc 
and regonorato the revolutionary labor movomcntl 

"LONG LIVE 1HS INDEPENDENT REVOLUTIONARY LABOR MOVEMENT l 

'♦LONG LIVE 1HE SOVIET UNION 1 DOAN 71m ITS ENEMIES AHO ARB ALSO OUR WEMIESl 

"LONG LIVE ms REVOLUTION IRY STRUGGLE! LONG LIVE THE REVOLUTIONARY 'I0T0RY 

OF ms '70RLD 70RKING CLVSS OVER FASCISTS \ND C Ai lT’iLISTS !« 
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EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT 
at our headquarters, at 
126 East 16 th st» 



Guost-spookcrt 

JOSEPH JACK 


ATR 

il\l 15 


b «1/^S)q§ 


ra 


Registrations aro being taken for u 
new class in tho 
•FUNDAMENTALS OF MARXISM" 
Instructori 


RJ. FIELD 


D I SC USS ION GROUP MEETINGS 

Informal discussion group moots 
at our hoadquartore 
Evory Sunday afternoon at 3 P«U. 

~f ;; v~ : •' 

/f/&/A Tri/fZ?/?/ /4- lf‘ W/2> 


oightoonth Anniversary o^tiw 


r m 

ino 


MSS/M MWFGMU 

SMUHDAY EVENING • NOV. IS.- AT 9 EM. 

DANCES*** CHALK TALK ***' SINGING#** DANCING##* REFRESHMENTS*** 


COME AND BRING YOUR FRIENDS ill 


LEAGUE FOR A /iEl/QLUF/OA/ARY WCMffiS /MW 








